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Minutes of the Twenty-Second IPA Council Meeting 
and Executive Committee Meeting 

 
The meeting convened at 11:15 and adjourned at 17:40 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EC) MEMBERS  

Hans-Wolfgang Hubberten (P), Hanne Christiansen (VP), Antoni Lewkowicz (VP), Dmitriy 

Drozdov, Vladimir Romanovsky, Ma Wei, 

 

Executive Director: Hugues Lantuit 

IPA Secretariat: Inga May 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Argentina: Dario Trombotto 

Austria: Annett Bartsch 

Canada: Sharon Smith 

China: Niu Fujun 

Denmark: Niels Foged 

France: Philippe Schoeneich 

Germany: Michael Krautblatter 

Japan: Mamoru Ishikawa 

New Zealand: Megan Balks 

Norway: Bernd Etzelmüller, Gisle Haland 

Poland: Rajmund Przybylak 

Portugal: Goncalo Vieira 

Romania: Petru Urdea 

Russia: Anna Kurchatova 

Spain: Enrique Serrano 

Switzerland: Marcia Phillips 

The Netherlands: Ko van Huissteden 

USA: Fritz Nelson 

Not represented: Belgium, Finland, Iceland, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Sweden  

 

CO-CHAIRS AND MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES, INTEREST GROUPS, AND OBSERVERS 

Russia: Dmitry Nokolsky 

Denmark: Thomas Ingeman-Nielsen 

Germany: Paul Overduin,  

Netherlands: Jef Vandenberghe 

USA: Edwin Clarke, Tom Krzewinski, Michael Lilly, Anna Lilijedahl, Kenji Yoshikava 
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AFTERNOON OF 22ND MEETING:  

Portugal: Carla Mora 

USA: Sergey Marchenko 

 

 

Hubberten welcomed the attendees to the council meeting and reminded them that the meeting 

was going to be the last one led by the ‘old’ EC. 

 

1. Introduction of Members 

 

The attendees shortly introduced themselves. 

Hubberten acknowledged the absent countries, among which the two new IPA members South 

Korea and Kyrgyzstan. 

 

2. Acceptance of the Agenda 

 

Hubberten asked the council members if they wanted to comment on, or submit any changes to 

the agenda.  

The attendees agreed to the agenda as it was. 

 

3. Review and Acceptance of Minutes of Longyearbyen’s Council Meeting 

 

The minutes of Longyearbyen were reviewed by the attendees and accepted.  

The motion was moved by Fritz Nelson (rep. USA) and second by Sharon Smith (rep. Canada) 

 

4. Business raised by the President 

 

4.1. Overview of the last years 

Hubberten reflected on the evolution of the IPA over the two years that passed since the last 

council meeting in Longyearbyen (2010) and described those as a transition phase for the IPA. 

He explained that the EC is now in its fourth and last year, that it worked hard as a group and that 

he hopes that this work will continue in the future. Additionally he mentioned that the recent EC 

has strengthened many things in the IPA and that he is convinced that they will hand over a very 

strong and stable organization to the next EC. 

He highlighted that in 2011 the IPA has seen growing memberships with Kyrgyzstan and South 

Korea in spring. South Korea is becoming a key player in polar research, and invested massively 

in logistical and human resources over the past few years. They also have reorganized its polar 

program around the Korean Polar Institute.    

 

Next he talked about several new big projects, like the recently started EU project Page21, which 

is funded with 10 Mio Euros and the biggest permafrost program in Europe. Furthermore he 

mentioned the DEFROST project, the Research Collaboration Network on Permafrost Carbon, 

the ADAPT project, PermaNet and the Data User Element on Permafrost (European Space 

Agency). He added that there are many more projects out there, and even more calls and 
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applications, which shows the growing level of awareness of funding agencies for permafrost 

research. 

 

He also reported about past conferences and mentioned in particular the 2nd International 

Symposium on Arid Environments organized in Ulaanbaatar in August, for which the IPA was an 

official sponsor and where Bernd Etzelmüller attended as an IPA representative. He also 

adverted to the Arctic Science Summit Week in Seoul, Korea (March 2011), the European 

Geosciences Union (EGU) Annual Meeting in Vienna, Austria (April), and at the American 

Geophysical Union (AGU) Fall Meeting in San Francisco, USA (December).  

Finally he highlighted the great attendance of the permafrost session at the IPY conference in 

Montreal, Canada in April 2012. 

 

He finished his talk with an outlook about TICOP, and emphasized the fact that 150 young 

researchers got funding from the Yama-Nenets Government to attend the conference. 

He expressed his hopes that this conference will bring together the broader permafrost 

community and thanked his US colleagues who spend a lot of time and effort in the preparation of 

the proceedings.  

 

4.2 IPA Lifetime Achievement Award 

Hubberten shortly explained that at the opening ceremony of TICOP the IPA will hand over the 

IPA Lifetime Achievement Award that has been awarded for the first time at EUCOP in 

Longyearbyen to R. Mackay. This year the award will go to Nikolai Romanovskii from the Moscow 

State University. 

Fritz Nelson (rep. USA) gave an introduction about how the awardee was nominated.  

 

4.3 New Strategies of IPA 

Lewkowicz gave an overview about the new strategies that were implemented within the IPA 

during the last years. The main changes are: 

- Conference participants are no longer forced to write proceedings; it is also possible to 

only submit extended abstracts. There is a proposal of Chris Burgh to have transactions 

of each conference on the form of a special report in PPP with reviewed papers. 

- Frozen ground has been moved from a paper version to a digital version. Although it was 

an important publication for the IPA, it also was a huge financial commitment to publish it 

every year. With the movement, the IPA budget became much healthier and there is now 

money to support activities like the newly created action groups. 

- The IPA now has individual members. This allows private persons to be part of the IPA 

even if they are not from a country which is an adhering body. This also allows PYRN 

members to become IPA members; as they are the future of the IPA this is a very 

important step.  

- The salary of the IPA secretary is paid by AWI. This is important to have in mind, as this 

money does not appear in the IPA budget. However during the last years it became very 

clear that it is important to have this position and its future funding should be encouraged. 

- The newly formed action groups, financially supported by the IPA, will help to guarantee 

continuity and ongoing research. There will be a new call for action groups this summer 
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with the deadline in October and e.g. an action group to create a new permafrost map 

could be proposed. 

 

Lewkowicz finished his report by thanking Hubberten and Lantuit for their work during the last 4 

years. 

 

There were no questions from the auditorium.  

 

5. Business raised by the Executive Director 

 

Lantuit showed a presentation prepared by May. The following points were discussed: 

 

5.1 Budget 

(Everything was standardized in Euros now – this was done by May with the current exchange 

rate). The budget from 2003 – 2011 shows some variability caused by events like EUCOP. 

- Incomes 2011: The uneven numbers in member contributions are explained by the 

exchange from dollars to Euros. 

- Expenses 2011: Much less expenses for frozen ground as the publication costs ceased to 

exist. A lot of money was spent for outreach and communication caused by the purchase 

of a new permafrost domain. 

- The implementation of the membership fees shows a higher money source as expected. 

- The budget for the next years shows a very healthy situation and enough money for e.g. 

the sponsoring of young researchers to attend ECUOP 2014 in Portugal. 

- Future expenses: Most of the money shall be spend for the action group support. It is also 

foreseen to invest more money in the IPA Education and Outreach (E&O) standing 

committee to foster their activities – (they could also propose an action group to get more 

money) 

- There will be a budget of 58 583, 42 Euros at the end of 2014. This high amount of money 

is caused by the unforeseen support of the Yamal-Nenets Government TICOP to support 

young researchers. Additionally the ICSU grant has not been spend completely, yet.  

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Members and Co-operations 

- Country members: In total there are 26 members with South Korea and Kyrgyzstan since 

2011. 

- Individual members: Since May 2012 there are over 500 members.  

- Co-operations: There are many active and on- going co-operations with other institutions. 

IASC and SCAR: A MoU has been signed between IASC, SCAR and IPA. 

IASC is a very important partner of the IPA and also an observer in the Arctic Council. As 

their office is based in Potsdam the communication between the organizations is easy, 

which helps fostering the collaboration. Hence the MoU is not only an empty text, but 
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there are a lot of activities going on (e.g. the GTN-P workshop last year in November that 

was held in Potsdam together with IASC). 

IPA E&O Standing Committee: Kenji Yoshikawa is the chair of the committee and will 

speak about this later. Within this initiative there are two more MoU’s that will be signed 

fairly soon; one with APECS and PYRN and one with the University of the Arctic (UArctic). 

The main idea of the collaborations with the UArctic is the follow-up of the catalogue of 

permafrost courses. 

IUGS: The IPA does not have a legal status within IUCS, which is the case for many 

organizations, but is an affiliated member. This is an important fact as IUGS is part of 

ICSU. Hence IPA has an official link to ICSU. 

 

5.3 National Committees 

According to a survey conducted last year, it became obvious that some countries are very well 

organized but other less. Thereby the biggest problem is the communication and transfer of 

information from the IPA representatives to the rest of the country. 

 

5.4 Internet Presence 

- Social Networks: The IPA started to use different ‘social networks’: There is a facebook 

group and a twitter feed. To keep these sites updated, it is sufficient to update the IPA 

website and the changes and posts will be automatically changed on facebook and twitter 

as well. 

- Country Reports: All country reports since 1988 are now searchable online. This is very 

useful for somebody interested in the history of the IPA and former permafrost research. 

- Frozen ground: The frozen ground as a modernized design. As this was done by the IPA, 

there was no need to spend money for it. As there is no longer a printed version of frozen 

ground exciting, the new digital version gets distributed via the permalist. Due to the 

amount of time the IPA had to spend for the organization of TICOP, the frozen ground of 

2012 is not finished, yet, but the country reports are online. 

 

5.5 TICOP 

The Yamal-Nenets Government supported TICOP in a very generous way in terms of money. 

However the organization was quite a learning process as they are not used to organize scientific 

conferences. Especially due to visa problems and other logistic complications, the attendance of 

the conference will be less than in Fairbanks (2008). 

 

 

5.6 Action Groups 

The action groups are a new initiative of the IPA and are based on the idea of getting people 

together and research. They are supported by a bit of money and are limited of 4 years. Action 

groups are focused on products, hence they need to deliver results. The first call was in October 

2011 and 4 action groups were created: 

1. Permafrost extension during the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM) in the northern 

hemisphere and derived mean annual temperatures (Jef Vandenberghe) 

2. Subsea Permafrost Mapping Data Initiative (Paul Overduin) 
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3. New Assessment of the deep permafrost organic carbon pool using the Northern 

Circumpolar Soil Carbon Database ( NCSCD) (Gustaf Hugelius) 

4. IPA-IASC-SCAR workshop on the GTN-P user requirements definition (Hanne 

Christiansen and Hugues Lantuit) 

 

For the next action group call (summer 2012) the IPA EC would welcome a proposal to create a 

new permafrost map. 

 

5.7 Conferences 

- IPY: There was a very well attended session on ‘Permafrost on a warming planet’ during 

the IPY conference in Montreal, April 2012. This shows the recent interest in permafrost 

related issues. 

- Further upcoming conferences are the SCAR open science conference in July 2012, 

Portland; The ASSW in April 2013, Krakow; The IAG in August 2013, Paris, with a 

‘Session on periglacial processes’. 

 

5.8 Other Initiatives 

- In terms of carbon related projects many overlapping activities are going on at the 

moment (MicroPerm-ICSU; CAPP-RCN, …). Hence together with IASC, it was decided to 

try to get everybody together and to make one umbrella project. The main contact 

therefore is Ted Shur. 

- In April 2011 the very elaborate report on the ‘State of the Arctic Coast’ was released. It 

comprises all results and outcomes of Arctic research during the last years. 

- The IPA UNEP report should come out very soon. It will be accessible for everybody and 

easy to understand. 

- IPA E&O Standing Committee: Kenji Yoshikawa will talk more about the IPA E&O 

Standing Committee. 

 

After Lantuit finished his presentation, Hubberten added that since February 2012 there is a full 

paid position for the IPA secretariat at AWI. 

He asked for comments and questions. 

Megan Balks (rep. New Zealand) asked if there is a list of memberships for each country, which 

allows the national representatives to get and overview who is an IPA member in their country. 

Also Goncalo Vieira (rep. Portugal) asked if it is possible to receive such a list, ideally in an 

updated version every 6 months. 

Lantuit answered that this is possible and that they theoretically can also login on the website and 

create such a list by them selves. 

May promised to work on such lists within the next weeks and provide them to the national 

representatives. 

 

Before coming to the next point, Lewkowicz mentioned the fact that a motion for the future budget 

is required. 

Gisle Haland (rep. Norway) moved and Goncalo Vieira (rep. Portugal) second 

 

6. Business raised by the Adhering Bodies and Associate Members 
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Hubberten asked if there is a country who would like to report something in addition to their 
country report.  

Sharon Smith (rep. Canada) brought up the idea to find sponsors who could support the IPA.  

It was agreed that this might be a good idea, but need to be discussed in a separate meeting. 

Hubberten forwarded this issue to the next EC. 

 

Nobody was present from PYRN to report from their activities. 

 

7. Business raised from other Sources (including reports of international 
organizations) 

 

Lantuit explained that this point discusses reports from institutions with which the IPA has a 

formal relationship. 

As most of the things were already mentioned in point 5.2 and none of the representatives of the 

institutions were present, it was only presented shortly. 

- There is an active involvement of IPA in the IASC cryosphere working group. Also IASC 

empathizes several times that they want to continue and strengthen the co-operation with 

the IPA. 

- Within SCAR there is an expert group on permafrost in which Goncalo Vieira is involved. 

He explained shortly that the group as been renamed and is now called: ‘Antarctic 

permafrost soils and periglacial environment’. 

- LOICZ: There is a call for coastal projects and a meeting in October in coastal research is 

planned together with IASC in Potsdam. This would be a great opportunity to enlarge the 

visibility of permafrost. 

- CliC is becoming (again) an important partner. This is very valuable for the IPA as it is part 

of the WMO. They did not have a director for a long time, but since spring 2012 they have 

a new president. This is Jenny Baeseman (former APECS Director), and she is very 

motivated to work more closely with the IPA. As also Vladimir Romanovsky is in the EC of 

CliC the future collaboration is secured. There was also an initiative for a MoU with Jerry 

Brown and the former Director of CliC existing, which was not finished In May 2012 

Baeseman, Lantuit and May met, and they are no working on a renewal of the MoU. 

 

Hubberten asked for comments.  

Lewkowicz mentioned that the aery around permafrost is very big and that the IPA has to be 

careful not be squeezed out. He said that the IPA has to make sure that everybody connects 

permafrost issues with the IPA. Hence it is very important to be continuously representative and 

involved in the mentioned organizations and groups, and also to make sure that nobody else 

takes over. 

Hubberten added that e.g. within the ‘glaciers community’ they have trouble due to many 

organization that are responsible for glaciers. This is not the case in the permafrost community 

where the IPA is so far the solely organization. This situation needs to be maintained. 

 

8. Next International Regional Conference EUCOP  
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Goncalo Vieira (rep. Portugal) gave a presentation about the next European Conference on 

Permafrost which will take place in 2014 in Évora, Portugal. 

The dates for the conference will be the 18th -20th of June 2014. Vieira mentioned that the location 

is of course not underplayed by permafrost, but that paleopermafrost exists in the mountains 

close by. He also explained that many Portuguese are working in the field of permafrost, 

especially in the Antarctica. In addition they have research projects in Canada as well as on 

Svalbard. 

He explained that the city of Évora was chosen, because it is easy to reach from Lisbon by train. 

It was also decided to host the meeting in a fairly small town as this fosters informal meetings and 

networking after the official conference days. 

He gave a short overview about Évora: It has 40 000 inhabitants and everything is within walking 

distance. There is a main square with cafes and bars, ideal for informal meetings in the 

afternoon. He invented the expression of ‘Bar- and Bistro Science’. In addition he mentioned that 

the city would be a good starting point for post-conference holidays. 

Furthermore he gave some information about the University of Évora and explained that the 

conference will be a joint project between the University of Lisbon and Évora.  

The University itself consists of some old buildings and contains a large auditorium ideal for 

plenary sessions in the morning. They already have the commitment of the University to get their 

support. 

They are planning with about 300 participants, but there is the possibility to accommodate more 

people if required. During the poster sessions there will be wine tastings; lunch will also be 

included in the registration. 

He also said some words about the weather, which is normally fairly warm at this time of the year 

(30°C), and hence it is planned that the sessions finish early in the afternoon at around 5 pm. 

This would give the participants the opportunity to walk around in the city, to do some local 

sightseeing, to visit vineyards and to do some ‘Bar- and Bistro Science’. 

Concerning the pre- and post conference field trips, excursions to several places in Portugal and 

Spain as well as to Morocco are foreseen.  

He also distributed a flyer with information about the conference. 

 

After he finished, Lewkowicz mentioned that this will also be the place and date when the next 

IPA council meeting will take place. 

 

IT was agreed that this will be the next Regional Conference on Permafrost. 

 

13:00 – 14:15 Lunch break and group photo 

 

9. Presentation of ICOP 2016 candidates 

 

Lewkowicz chaired the presentation of the two candidates for the 11th ICOP in 2016. Candidates 

were Lanzhou, China and Potsdam, Germany.  

He explained that the presentation of the locations will during this meeting, but the actual vote will 

be conducted during the second meeting during the week. The vote will be a weighted vote, 

based on the units paid by the countries. 

He asked if there are any questions concerning the process. 
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Bernd Etzelmüller (rep. Norway) wanted to know if the votes can be split. 

Lewkowicz answered that this is technical possible but would not make much sense. 

 

Fuijun Niu (rep. China) started with the presentation of China. He shortly introduced the different 

persons and sponsors who will be in charge with the organization. He mentioned the success of 

the 6th ICOP in 1993 in Peking, and presented Lanzhou and the thence located research center 

of permafrost. 

Tentative dates for the meeting are the 1st – 5th of July and they estimate about 500 participants. 

He mentioned their wish to strongly involve GTN-P as well as PYRN and continued with the 

possible field trips. Additionally he gave a rough idea of the planned budget and mentioned a sum 

of 250 000 $ as registration incomes.  

 

Questions were asked by Romanovsky, Sergey Machenkow as well as Lewkowicz and Gisle 

Haland (Norway). They were all related to logistics and transportation. In particular the transport 

from Peking to Lanzhou was discussed; obviously there are 6 flight/ day. Also potential visa 

problems for the conference and for post-conference excursions were mentioned. Fuijun 

answered that they will take care of that. Finally it was clarified that most of the excursions will be 

done by train.  

 

Michael Krautblatter (rep. Germany) gave the presentation for Potsdam, Germany. He explained 

that this was prepared together with Hubberten, Lantuit and May, and that they will also be 

strongly involved in the organization, in case the vote goes to Germany. 

He explained that the host institution will be the Alfred-Wegener Institute in Potsdam. The 

scientific focus will be based on the key topics defined during the next AGU and EGU 

conferences. It is also foreseen to have a strong involvement of the media. As every major 

broadcast station has a station in Berlin, this would be fairly easy to implement. 

He also mentioned the preliminary ideas of involving the young researchers, and he talked about 

potential workshops and financial support. 

Finally he showed a map of possible field trips, mainly in Germany, but also further to the 

European Arctic as well as to Yakutsk. 

Also the adjacent questions were related to the post-conference excursions. 

 

Lewkowicz pleased everybody to use the next days before the vote to talk to the presenters and 

to consider their choice carefully. 

 

 

 

10. Review of Activities and Reports of Committees and Action Groups 

 

- Paul Overduin started and gave a short overview about his action group on subsea 

permafrost. He showed examples of a test site in east Siberia to underline the importance 

of such research. He also admitted that so far the action group was not really active 

because they realized that similar actions are already going on and they would prefer to 

collaborate with these other initiatives.  
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He asked the IPA Council and EC if they could keep the money until end of 2013, so they 

can use it for something more productive. 

 

- Christiansen reported from the IPA-IASC-SCAR workshop for the GTN-P. There were 40 

persons who attended the meeting and discussed an implementation plan. She mentioned 

that it was interesting to see that many people from other organizations joined the event. 

These people obviously had high expectations about how GTN-P is going to handle the 

permafrost data. This input from outside the IPA was a great contribution for the success 

of the workshop. 

She mentioned that IASC supported the event with a lot of money and is willing to 

continue the support of the initiative.  

The main outcome of the workshop was an interim EC, which meets on a regularly basis 

since then, and which works very actively.  

 

Christiansen spoke about the GTN-P meeting that just took place before the todays’ 

council meeting. During this meeting, 5 persons were suggested for the new GTN-P EC. 

This persons are: Vladimir Romanovsky (Chair), Sharon Smith, Dmitry Sergeev, Philip 

Schöneich, Goncalo Vieira. They all agreed to run the position for at least the next 2 

years. 

She explained that additional to the EC, observers from different monitoring networks are 

welcome and desired.  

Furthermore she explained that there shall be national correspondences for all IPA 

countries. Therefore the IPA secretariat will contact the IPA national representatives and 

ask for names.  

She emphasized the importance to closely work together with the EU project Page21, 

what also implicates that deadlines have to be considered. 

 

Marcia Philips (rep. Switzerland) wanted to know why there is nobody from the PERMOS 

network represented in the EC. 

Christiansen answered that this issue was in detail discussed during the morning meeting 

with a representative for PERMOS (Stephan Gruber).  

Christiansen asked for a motion for the new GTN-P EC 

It was moved by Megan Balks (rep. New Zealand) and second by Petru Urdea (rep. 

Romania) 

There were two abstentions from voting (France and Switzerland). Everybody else 

agreed. 

 

- Jef Vandenberghe (rep. Netherlands) told about his action group on permafrost extension 

during the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM) in the northern hemisphere. After he showed 

some preliminary results he mentioned that NSIDC will do the final mapping.  

Drozdov wanted to know, to what year the ‘maximum extent’ is dated back. 

Vandenberghe explained that as the maximum extension varies regionally, also the date 

of the maximum extent varies. Dario Trombotto (rep. Argentina) asked if the map will be 

available in different scales, and Vandenberghe replied that this is not clear yet, but 

probably there might be one scale but then more detailed maps. 
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Finally he raised the question that they are going to publish the outcomes in a per-

reviewed paper and that the rights for the publications – especially concerning the IPA 

involvement - are not clear. Hence he asked the IPA EC about its opinion.  

Lewkowicz mentioned that this is a policy question and has to be discussed and clarified 

in the IPA EC. He added that the IPA cannot support an action group and then not making 

the results accessible for everybody. 

 

- Kenji Yoshikawa gave an update about the IPA E&O Standing Committee. It started last 

year and there are about 10 persons in the committee at the moment. They are closely 

working together with APECS and the UArctic and one of the major tasks is to enhance 

and maintain the IUCP catalogue for permafrost courses. 

He also mentioned again the efforts to get together a MoU with APECS and PYRN as well 

as one with the UArctic.  

In addition he talked about his effort to create a community based general audience 

reference book, which should help to raise the knowledge of permafrost in the permafrost 

communities. 

He also talked about the K-12 initiative and asked the IPA council to support the 

committee by updating them on courses offered by their universities to complete the 

catalogue. 

Lewkowicz informed the council that there is also a new episode of tunnelman available 

(tunnelman 5) 

 

Hubberten asked for more comments. There were none. 

 

11. Election of the new Executive Committee 

 

11.1 Election process 

Hubberten started with an explanation of the election process for the new EC. He explained that 

there are 5 seats and 7 nominations; he added that the new EC can decide for a further member 

if an important country is not represented in the EC. 

Fritz Nelson USA – nomination committee) described the nomination process,, and thanked 

Lantuit and May for their support with the by laws and constitutions to guarantee legal elections. 

After the call in December 2011, he received a total of 12 names and the nomination committee 

screened the names and made a ranking of names. Afterwards 8 names were sent to the IPA 

secretariat. One nominee withdrew for personal reasons.  

Furthermore he mentioned the fact that there are two persons from the USA nominated. This is 

possible due to the option to nominate people from other countries as well. He added that 

normally there should be only one person per country in the EC. 

 

Hubberten explained the election process. There will be five rounds for every seat. Every round 

the candidate with most votes gets elected.  

 

The present candidates introduced themselves: 

1. Anatoli Brouckov (Russia) - absent 
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2. Hanne Christiansen (Norway): She is involved in the IPA since 1999, when she was first 

running the secretariat. Since 4 years she is now in the EC and Vice-President. She was 

involved in many activities (e.g. GTN-P) and hopes to continue and foster these activities 

within the next 4 years. 

3. Hugues Lantuit (Germany): He thanked for his nomination and explained that now that he 

would like to step up from the Executive Director to the IPA EC. He was also actively 

involved in GTN-P and would like to continue this initiative. Furthermore he would like to 

engage the permafrost community in becoming more active. 

4. Vladimir Romanovsky (USA): He thanked for his nomination and expressed as well his 

interest in working on GTN-P. He was already in the EC for the last 4 year and would like 

to focus his tasks for the next 4 years on promoting the GTN-P and improving the 

permafrost representation in climate models.  

5. Lothar Schrott (Austria) – absent 

6. Ma Wei (China): He was already in the EC during the last 4 years and wishes to continue 

this work. His main goal is to emphasis the leadership on the frozen ground engineering 

and permafrost hazards and their mitigation, and to promote PYRN activities and outreach 

more into engineering and Asian societies. 

 

After the present candidates left the room, the election started.  

Lewkowicz, Thomas Ingeman-Nielsen and May were responsible for the counting of the votes. 

The candidates were elected in the following order: 

1. Hanne Christiansen 

2. Vladimir Romanovsky 

3. Hugues Lantuit 

4. Ma Wei 

5. Lothar Schrott 

 

11.2 Announcement of the new IPA EC, IPA President and IPA Executive Director 

Hubberten announced the new EC members Hanne Christiansen, Vladimir Romanovsky, Hugues 

Lantuit, Ma Wei and Lothar Schrott, the new IPA President Antoni Lewkowicz as well as the new 

Executive Director Inga May 

➔ Everybody agreed on this new Executive Committee. 
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Antoni Lewkowicz (P), Hanne Christiansen (VP), Vladimir Romanovsky (VP), Hugues Lantuit, 

Dmitry Sergeev , Ma Wei 

ABSENT: Lothar Schrott 

Executive Director: Inga May 

1. Opening Remarks by new President 

Lewkowicz welcomed everybody and thanked the former EC and the former Executive Director 

for their work of the last 4 years. 

2. Introduction of the new Executive Committee Members 

Lewkowicz introduced the new EC members. He shortly explained the rules about missing 

persons in the EC, and informed the council that at the first meeting, according to this rules the 

new EC decided to nominate Dmitry Sergeev from Russia to the EC. He also announced that 

Hanne Christiansen and Vladimir Romanovsky are the new Vice-Presidents. In two years one of 

them will be the new Senior President and hence in 4 years the new president.  

 

Business raised by the President  

Lewkowicz mentioned that the IPA needs to make sure to be visible and the one permafrost 

association that would be contacted when there is something going on in terms of permafrost. 

This would include a high presentation on important conferences such as AGU and ASSW as 

well as in organizations like IASC and SCAR. 

He declared the consolidation of the new structure of the last 4 years as the main future task, and 

asked the council to contact the EC if they have further ideas. Additionally, the implementation 

and proceeding of the GTN-P initiative will be an important issue. He also mentioned the 

importance of the permafrost science and its role as the interface between atmosphere and soils. 

He would like to see the IPA having a leading role in this research. 

Furthermore he said that a prediction for the future what will happen outside of IPA cannot be 

made, but that the IPA should be ready to react on changes. 

 

3. Vote of Location for 11th ICOP in 2016 

Lewkowicz shortly mentioned again the two candidates Lanzhou, China and Potsdam Germany 

for the 11th ICOP in 2016, and explained again the voting process.  

May informed the council about 5 proxy votes (from New Zealand, Spain, Portugal, Poland and 

Romania) that she received. She said that every country as the exact number of votes in paper-

form on their table and proposed Christiansen and Romanovsky to count the votes. 
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The resulting of the voting was: Out of 45 votes, 10 for China and 35 for Germany 

Lewkowicz congratulated Michael Krautblatter (rep. Germany) who accepted the vote. 

4. Approval of resolutions 

The prepared resolutions were screened and everybody got a copy on their tables.  

In addition Melnikov brought some Russian resolutions of the conference. Sergeev translated 

them into English. In the meantime the preamble and the resolutions of the IPA were read by 

Lewkowicz. 

Comments on the resolution were: 

Niels Foged (rep. Denmark): Would like to change ‘northern and high mountains areas’ into ‘polar 

and high mountain areas’. 

➔ Agreed 

Paul Overduin: Would like to change ‘live and work’ into ‘live or work’ 

➔ Agreed 

Marcia Philips (rep. Switzerland): Misses permafrost geohazards? 

Lewkowicz explained that the last resolutions were very long and broad. So it was tried to make 

an overall preamble, but to be precise in the resolutions. 

Michael Krautblatter (rep. Germany): Agreed that geohazards are missing 

Lewkowicz mentioned that this was already written in the last resolutions so there should be 

something new.  

Marcia Philips (rep. Switzerland): Proposed ‘Regarding its occurrence, its degradation and the 

resulting dynamics and hazards’ 

➔ Agreed 

Fritz Nelson (rep. USA): would like to change the word ‘electronic’ into ‘innovative and accurate 

maps’ 

Romanovsky added that indeed this would be better, as otherwise it could be understood that 

existing maps are just being digitalized.  

➔ Agreed 

Philip Schöneich (rep. France): Would like to add the word database, so it would also include 

GTN-P. 

Lewkowicz answered that this is already included in the old ones. 

Bernd Etzelmüller (rep. Norway): Would like to delete the word ‘map’ completely as it is an old-

fashion expression.  

Lewkowicz suggested ‘spatial visualization’?  

After some discussion everybody agreed to keep the word ‘map’, as it is for a broader audience 

and the word ‘map’ is much easier to understand for everybody. 

Lantuit: Mentioned an additional comment from the IPA E&O Standing Committee; ‘general 

public’ should be added to ‘school etc’. 

➔ Agreed 

Fritz Nelson (rep. USA): Would like to say ‘regions’ in the last sentence? 

Marcia Philips (rep. Switzerland): Commented or maybe even better ‘worldwide’. 

➔ Agreed 
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Romanovsky read the resolutions from Melnikov: 

1. Considering the support of Yamal district for the scientific Arctic Centre, research site on 

Belyi Island 

2. Taking into account the positive experience in international circumpolar collaboration → 

proposal for international scientific community and Arctic Council. 

The differences between the two were discussed. 

Lewkowicz suggested having the IPA resolutions, which were discussed with the council – and 

the resolutions in relation to TICOP. 

He made clear that the IPA resolutions will be read at the closing ceremony by the IPA and those 

from Melnikov from Melnikov himself but in Russian. 

In addition he clarified that Melnikov’s resolutions will not appear on the IPA website, at least not 

under the section of the IPA resolutions. 

The resolutions were moved by Marcia Philips (rep. Switzerland) and second by Niels Foged 

(rep. Denmark) 

 

5. List of deceased people 

May had prepared a list of deceased persons since the last ICOP, which was screened. 

Lewkowicz asked everybody to think until tomorrow if somebody is missing of this list. The list will 

be shown and read during the closing ceremony. 

 

6. PYRN 

Alexandre Nieuwendam (PYRN) is the new elected President of PYRN and was present at the 

council meeting. He gave a short overview of their meetings during the last week: 

They have a new EC of 11 people, they want to work closer with the IPA, and they want to have a 

PYRN representative at every IPA meeting. They would like to be involved in the IPA E&O 

Standing Committee. 

He also said that PYRN has about 1000 members at the moment. 

 

7. Closing Ceremony 

Lewkowicz explained shortly the process of the TICOP’s closing ceremony and told that the ICOP 

banner is missing and cannot be handed over to Germany. 

 

8. Any other Business 

Fritz Nelson (rep. USA) said some words about the voting for ICOP 2016 and made the 

suggestion to have the next Regional Conference on Permafrost (2018) in China. He also 

encouraged the Germans to work on expeditions to Yakutsk and offered to work on proceedings. 

Michael Krautblatter (rep. Germany) commented that field trips to Russia are definitely foreseen. 

Lewkowicz raised the importance of terms of reference for such a conference, to clarify all the 

expectations. He promised to consider proceedings for 2014, if there is an organization such as 

the USPA that takes care of it. 

Marcia Philips (rep. Switzerland) asked about a renewal of the International Advisory Body?  

Lantuit explained that this is voted by the council on a simple electronic way.  

Lewkowicz suggested keeping the old one 

➔ Everybody agreed. 
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9. Next Council Meeting 

Lewkowicz announced that the next Council Meeting will be held during the ICOP in Portugal in 

2014 

This was moved by Fritz Nelson (rep. USA) and second by Sharon Smith (rep. Canada) 

➔ Everybody was in favour 

 

Adjournment of the council meeting: 11:34 

 

 


