Opening note

We are very happy to kick-off
with the IPA Newsletter, aim-
ing at bringing the associa-
tion's activities more timely to
its members, the permafrost
community and stakeholders.
This new communication
channel was supported by a
Council decision in June 2024
and while facilitating dissem-
ination of information on on-
going activities, it also
streamlines the preparation of
the annual issue of Frozen
Ground by the IPA secretariat.
The IPA Newsletter will re-
port regularly from Standing
committees, Action Groups,
projects, associated organiza-
tions, industry and past and
forthcoming events. We hope

ICOP2024 report

The 12th International Con-
ference on Permafrost was
held in Whitehorse, Yukon,
Canada from June 16 to 21,
2024. This was the first time
Canada hosted the ICOP
since the 7th ICOP in Yellow-
knife, Northwest Territories,
26 years ago.
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that you enjoy receiv-
ing the IPA Newsletter
in your mailbox and
that you take the
chance to contribute
for its long-term suc-
cess. Later this spring,
we will take the chance
to open a call for sug-
gestions for attractive
titles for the newsletter
making it engaging to a
broad community in-
terested in permafrost.

Wishing you all the
best for 2025,

Gonalo and Isabelle

Committee Member:
Kjersti Gisnas

New IPA Executive Committee (2024-2028)

The conference theme, “Inte-
grating Perspectives of Per-
mafrost Thaw, Change, and
Adaptation,” addressed the
latest developments in perma-
frost science and engineering.
It brought together 474 in-
person and 130 virtual partic-
ipants from 28 countries, with
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a notable representation from
Canada (51%), the USA
(20%), and Germany (7%).
The diverse participation in-
cluded academics, profes-
sionals, contractors, suppliers,
and students, with 30% of in-
person attendees being stu-
dents and 40% early career re
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searchers (ECR), highlighting
the focus on the next genera-
tion.

The conference was held at
the Kwanlin Din Cultural
Centre (KDCC) and Yukon
University, featuring keynote
presentations by Pascale Roy-
Léveillee (Université Laval)
and Jocelyn Hayley (Univer-
sity of Calgary). A special
presentation on the Nun Cho
Ga, the mummified baby
woolly mammoth found pre-
served in Yukon permafrost,
was given by Debbie Nagano
(Tr’ondék Hwéch’in Govern-
ment), Jeff Bond (Mammoth
Terrain), and Grant Zazula
(Yukon Government).

During the main program
from Monday to Wednesday,
over 200 oral presentations
were delivered across five
parallel sessions, and more
than 200 posters

were showcased in three
poster sessions. On Thursday,
local field excursions provided
participants with a break from
technical presentations, offer-
ing hands-on experience with
permafrost challenges and an
opportunity to enjoy the local
scenery.

To accommodate those unable
to attend in person, the con-
ference adopted a hybrid for-
mat, streaming every tech-
nical presentation and pre-
senting nearly 60 additional
posters online. Students were
encouraged to create short
videos, called frostbytes, re-
sulting in 43 creative submis-
sions worth checking out.

Significant effort went into

the conference publications,
with 64 full papers and 429
extended abstracts available
on the IPA website. These
documents were complemented

by extensive field guides pre-
pared for the multi-day pre-
and post-conference field
trips, creating a key legacy of
ICOP2024 and following in
the footsteps of previous
ICOPs.

The conference exemplified
the spirit of collaboration,
emphasizing the collective ef-
fort to advance permafrost
science and engineering de-
spite current challenges. The
focus on the next generation
and the respectful approach to
the land and its people were
particularly noteworthy. The
conference’s success is a tes-
tament to the vibrant and ded-
icated permafrost community.

Provided by: Lukas Arenson

12th International Conc on Permafrost in Wﬁitéorse,
Yukon, Canada from June 16 to 21, 2024 (Credit: Lukas Arenson)
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IPA Standing Com-

mittee: PYRN

The Permafrost Young Re-
searchers Network (PYRN) is
celebrating its 20th anniversary
this year on becoming an edu-
cation and outreach initiative
of the IPA. PYRN has strived
to support and foster connec-
tions between early-career re-
searchers (ECRs) involved in
permafrost science and engi-
neering. All permafrost re-
searchers are invited to register
for PYRN membership at
pyrn.arcticportal.org

® |COP2024 Early Career
Researchers Workshop

Over 100 ECRs attended the
ECR Workshop at held at
ICOP 2024, in Whitehorse,
Canada. The event offered a
valuable opportunity for profes-
sional development and inter-
national collaboration. Several
young researchers received fi-
nancial assistance from the
IPA, in the form of travel
grants, to register for confer-
ences.

The workshop featured six
speakers who covered topics
ranging from community en-
gagement and career develop-
ment to creating visually appeal-
ing scientific graphics. Speakers
included Elise Devoie from
Queen's University (Canada),
Brett Young from Arctic Gate-
way Group (Canada), Victor
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Participants of the PYRN workshop at ICOP 2024 (Credit: Joseph Young)

Leshyk from Northern Arizona
University (USA), Regula Frau-
enfelder from the Norwegian
Geotechnical Institute (Norway),
Michael Krautblatter from the
Technical University of Munich
(Germany), and McKenzie Kuhn
from the University of British
Columbia (Canada).

® PYRN-IPA Awards 2024

PYRN presented awards for
excellence in oral and poster
presentations by early-career
researchers at the 2024 ICOP
held in Whitehorse, Canada.
Over 80 ECRs participated in
the competition. Thank you to
the members of the permafrost
community who took the time
to help judge the award compe-
tition. The recipients of the
PYRN-IPA awards at ICOP
2024 are:

- Best Oral Presentation Award:
Lexi Mollica (University of
Guelph). The runner-up was
Adam Tjoelker (Ohio State
University).

- Best Poster Award: Abigail
Baran (Queen’s University).
The runner-up was Fabian
Seemann (Alfred Wegener In-
stitute).

- Best Virtual Poster: Maude
Auclair (Wilfred Laurier Uni-
versity). The runner-up was
Knut Tveit (University Centre
in Svalbard).

® Frostbyte

Conference attendees were
also encouraged to submit a 90-
second video, a "Frostbyte," to
present their research findings
though a different medium.
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Awards were also given out for
the best Frostbytes in permafrost
science, engineering and scien-
tific communication, with the
winners listed below. All the
Frostbytes can be accessed on
YouTube via the following
link.

- For permafrost science, Ria
Nicholson (University of Leth-
bridge) won with her video.
The runner-up was Constance
Lefebvre (Alfred Wegener In-
stitute/Université Libre de
Bruxelles).

- For permafrost engineering,
first place went to Anthony Va-
lois (Université Laval). The
runner-up was Giulia Guida
(Tor Vergata University of
Rome).

- For scientific communication,
the winners were Saruulzaya
Adiya & Purevdulum Yondon-
rentsen (Mongolian Academy of
Sciences). Ylva Sjoberg (Umea
University) was the runner-up.

New Executive Committee

New IPA member: Czechia

The IPA is happy to have the
new country member: Czechia.

Czech permafrost research
activities cover a wide range
of research topics, including
long-term monitoring of ac-
tive layer and permafrost
thermal regimes, periglacial
geomorphology microbiology,
and the ecology of the perigla-
cial domain. Notably, Masa-
ryk University in Brno and
the University of South Bohe-
mia in Ceské Budgjovice op-
erate research stations in
James Ross Island, Antarctica,
and Svalbard, respectively,
providing a unique opportunity
for long-term research and
education of new generations
of students. Moreover, Czech
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scientists are involved in per-
mafrost-related projects in
Alaska, Canada, Siberia, and
Greenland.

The application of Czech Re-
public to join IPA was sub-
mitted in 2024 by Filip
Hrbacek (Masaryk University)
supported by a group of six
scientists. The application
was approved by the IPA
Council and the membership
started in 2025.

Filip Hrbacek will serve as a
new representative of the
Czech Republic in the IPA
council. His work is focused
on the active layer thermal re-
gime in the Antarctic Peninsula
region. Since 2021, he has

PYRN has a new Executive
Committee for the 2024-2026
term. It is comprised 18 early-
career researchers with a pas-
sion for permafrost science and
engineering who are excited to
provide further opportunities for
learning and connection within
our community. We extend our
gratitude to the 2022-2024 Ex-
ecutive Committee for their
dedicated service over the past
two years. More details on the
new executive committee are
available at the PYRN website .

Provided by: Natalie Arpin

National representative of the Czech
Republic:Dr. Filip Hrbac¢ek (Masaryk
University)
been a member of the GTN-P
Steering Committee representing
Antarctic permafrost research.
More information is available

on the IPA news .

Provided by: Filip Hrbacek
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IPA Action Group: Geoelectrical Surveys Database

The Action Group consists at
present of a network of more
than 100 scientists interested
in  permafrost geophysics
from 18 countries. They aim
to increase the awareness of
the value of geophysical data
within the permafrost commu-
nity. More information is availa-
ble on the IPA website.

Locations of more than 450
ERT profiles on permafrost
which are currently contained
in the IDGSP database, and
repeated tomograms of an ex-
emplary profile to the right.
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IPA Action Groups 2025-2026: the application deadline is on the 31 January 2025. More Information

is available on the IPA website.

Permafrost and Periglacial Session in IAG RegionalConference: The IPA will co-host the "Perma-
frost and Periglacial Processes in a Climate Change Context" session at the IAG Regional Conference in
Timisoara, Romania, from 16-18 September 2025. Grant application submissions are due by 3 February
2025. More information is available on IPA news

New IPA publications

New IPA Review Article:

Burn, C. R., Bartsch, A., Chakraborty, E., Das, S., Frauenfelder, R., G&tner-Roer, I., ... & Yarmak, E.
(2024). Developments in Permafrost Science and Engineering in Response to Climate Warming in Cir-
cumpolar and High Mountain Regions, 2019-2024. Permafrost and Periglacial Processes.

More information is abailable on the IPA website.
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Editorial Board

Co-Presidents: Isabelle G&tner-Roer & Gonalo Vieira
Past President: Christopher Burn

Vice Presidents: Lukas Arenson & Fujun Niu
Committee Members: Edward Yarmak & Kjersti Gisnds
PYRN Representative: Joseph Young

Secretariat — Executive Director: Lin Chen

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to contact the IPA
Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org(c/o Lin Chen).
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