.

Opening Note
With our first IPA newsletter
in January this year, we al-
ready reached out to many
friends and colleagues of the
IPA community and received
a lot of positive feedback.
Thank you for this! Now it is
our goal to reach out to the
wider permafrost community
and regularly inform about
ongoing activities. For this,
we need your kind support:
please forward this second
newsletter to your scientific
networks and encourage
your colleagues subscribing
to the IPA and receiving the
newsletter automatically in
the future. Let them experi-
ence the collection of latest
news from the IPA and its
community: new Action
Groups, new  country

International
Permafrost
Association

members, awards, deadlines
of permafrost-related confer-
ences, and many more. Fi-
nally, yet importantly, we
want them getting involved
by reporting from their own
activities (fieldwork, latest
findings or education pro-
jects).

Beside this, we are well
aware that times are very
challenging for many scien-
tists at the moment and we
hope that the related negative
impacts on their personal sit-
uations, but also on the envi-
ronment and the society can
be limited by global efforts.
Albeit these negative

developments, we start into
the UN Decade for Action on
Cryospheric Sciences 2025 —

2034 and hope to get (and
take!) many chances to
showcase the important role
of permafrost in the cry-
osphere and beyond. Espe-
cially communities living on
permafrost, affected by dras-
tic changes and related chal-
lenges, should get the chance
to raise their voice and re-
mind the global community
of their responsibility. It is
up to us to use this interna-
tional attention to boost per-
mafrost education, science,
and engineering.

We thank you for your sup-
port! Take good care,
Isabelle and Gongalo

3rd Asian Conference on Permafrost (ACOP2026)

The 3rd Asian Conference
on Permafrost (ACOP2026)
will be hosted by the Institute
of Geography & Geoecology,
Mongolian Academy of Sci-
ences, in collaboration with
the International Permafrost
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Association and the

Mongolian Permafrost Asso-
ciation. The conference is
co-organized by the North-
west Institute of Eco-Envi-
ronment and Resources (NI-
EER), CAS, China.
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ACOP2026 will take place in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, from
June 28 to July 2, 2026, un-
der the theme: "Challenges
Posed by Asian Permafrost

Thaw to the Global Commu-
nity". The website is cur-
rently under development,
and we will keep you up-
dated with announcements

New Action Groups

We are pleased to announce
its financial support for three
innovative Action Groups
2025-2026:

Permafrost-Associated Gas
Hydrates, led by Dr. Mi-
chael Angelopoulos, Tech-
nical University of Mu-
nich,Germany

Saline Permafrost, led by
Dr. Benjamin M. Jones, Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks,
us

Integrated ground ICE
data initiative (InICE), led
by Dr. Youhua Ran, North-
west Institute of Eco-Envi-
ronment and Resources,
China

IPA Standing Committees

PYRN Early Career Work-
shop at the 15th DACH Per-
mafrost Conference

The PYRN branch of Germany
(D), Austria (A) and Switzer-
land (CH) was very happy to
welcome more than 35 partici-
pants for a very interesting
PYRN workshop at 15th
DACH Permafrost Conference
in Davos, Switzerland.

The workshop was divided into
3 blocks, Part I: Basics of re-
search data management,
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Part I1l: How to publish a re-
search data set in a repository?
and Part Ill: Versioning with
Git - no fear! The workshop
was very interactive, and we
want to thank again all speak-
ers: Fabian Felder and
Moushumi Ulrich-Nath from
Lib4RI, Ranita Pal, Enrico Pe-
ruselli and lonut losifescu
Enescu from the Swiss Federal
Institute for Forest, Snow and
Landscape Research WSL,
Envi Dat, and Christoph Suter
with his team from WSL Insti-
tute for Snowand Avalanche

soon.
Provided by:  Avirmed
Dashtseren and Sharkhuu
Anarmaa

We  congratulate  these
groups for their successful
application! Later this year
we will get more details on
the ongoing and planned
activities here in this
newsletter series.

Research.12 July 2024

As PYRN DACH we are very
happy about the financial sup-
port by PYRN and therefore
the IPA, allowing us this work-
shop including a coffee break
with snacks. At the DACH
conference itself, with a total
of 91 participants, the large
number of ECSs impressed
with their excellent talks and
posters. We especially want to
thank Samuel Weber (SLF) as
representative for the

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT

Executive Director:

Dr. Lin Chen

Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment
and Resources

Chinese Academy of Sciences
secretariat@permafrost.org
www.permafrost.org



International
Permafrost
Association

Participants of the PYRN workshop at the 15th DACH permafrost conference (Photo Credit: Marcia Phillip)

conference organizing team for
their great work.

The PYRN DACH branch is
currently represented by Giulia
Bertolotti (Austria), Julie Wee
(Switzerland) and Saskia Ep-
pinger (Germany), to directly
contact us or for becoming a
part of the regional mailing list,
just write to-
pyrn.dach(at)gmail.com.
Provided by: Saskia Eppinger

Education and Outreach

As summer approaches, the
Education and Outreach Com-
mittee would like to spread the
word about a number of uni-
versity-level field courses with
permafrost components. Czech
University in  collaboration
with several institutions in
holding a field course in
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Iceland in early March. Appli-
cations were due in early Feb-
ruary. UNIS will offer their
Summer  Permafrost  field
course in Svalbard along with
a variety of other classes. The
University of Alaska Fairbanks
is offering their Alaska Soil
Geography field course. Con-
tact Dr. Kholodov at
alkholodov(at)alaska.edu for
more information. AWI is or-
ganizing a summer class in
Potsdam, which will touch on
permafrost among other topics.
Several permafrost-related
field courses will be offered by
Lomonsov Moscow State Uni-
versity.  Please contact Dr.
Streletskaya at irinastrelets(at)
gmail.com for more infor-
mation. The Canadian Perma-
frost Association has a list of

permafrost classes offered in
Canada (and internationally),
some of which are field
courses. If you know of addi-
tional courses, please let us
know.

Provided by: Anna E. Klene
and Ylva Sjcherg

Rock Glacier Inventories
and Kinematics (RGIK)

Rock Glacier Inventories and
Kinematics (RGIK) is a scien-
tific community recognised by
the International Permafrost
Association  (IPA) as a
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Standing Committee. The mis-
sion of RGIK is to coordinate
the global compilation and dis-
tribution of standardised rock

glacier products, and to foster
international collaboration and
advancement in the under-
standing of rock glaciers.

Provided by: Line Rouyet and
Ceile Pellet

New national representative for Sweden

As of February 2025, Mat-
thias Siewert will take over
as Sweden's national repre-
sentative to the International
Permafrost Association
council. Matthias is an asso-
ciate professor in geosci-
ences at Umed University
since 2021. He first got in
touch with permafrost when
participating in the summer
school of the last Interna-
tional Polar Year at the Uni-
versity Center in Svalbard
UNIS) in 2009, where he
also wrote his thesis the fol-
lowing year. Matthias then
pursued a PhD at Stockholm
University, studying soil car-
bon storage across the Arctic.
He moved to Umea

Announcements

IASC Medal 2025 Winner:
The International Arctic Sci-
ence Committee (IASC)
awards the 2025 I1ASC
Medal to Prof. Vladimir Ro-
manovsky (University of
Alaska Fairbanks, US) for
his exceptional and sustained
contributions to Arctic sci-
ence, particularly in the field
of permafrost research.

Call for nominations: 2025
Frederik Paulsen Arctic Aca
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University for his postdoc-
toral research on Arctic
greening and the ecology of
northern  ecosystems. He
mainly works within remote
sensing and using unoccu-
pied aerial vehicles (UAVS;
drones). Throughout his ca-
reer, Matthias has been an
active member in the perma-
frost community, represent-
ing young researchers and
organizing activities of the
Permafrost Young Research-
ers Network (PYRN). He is
also part of the Frozen
Ground Cartoon project. For
the upcoming International
Polar Year 2032-2033, he
wants to engage in interna-
tional collaboration around

demic Action Award. The
call for nominations is open
until April 30, 2025.

Permafrost Affected Soils
& Soils For Our Future
2025 Conference: A Gather-
ing of Global to Local Per-
spective will take place July
20-25, 2025 in Winnipeg,
Canada (link). The abstract
submission deadline is 31
March, 2025.

high resolution remote sens-
ing in terrestrial applications.
Matthias is looking forward
to contributing to the im-
portant work of the Interna-
tional Permafrost Associa-
tion.

Provided by: Matthias Siewert
Matthias taking a break from
fieldwork on degrading perma-
frost for the ILLUQ project
(northern Canada, summer 2024)

Glacier and permafrost
risks in a changing climate:
The International Mountain
Conference 2025 (#IMC25)
will take place September
14-18, 2025 in Inns-
bruck,Austria.

Special issue on Cold Re-
gions Science and Technol-
ogy: The objective of this
special issue is to document
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and synthesize cutting-edge building environment in a
research on permafrost dy- changing climate.  The

namics and its effects on the
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submission deadline is June
30, 2025.

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to contact the IPA

Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org (c/o Lin Chen).
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