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Opening note 

Just returning from a meeting at 

UNESCO headquarter in Paris, 

celebrating the first World Day 

for Glaciers (March 21st) and 

contributing to a brainstorming 

session on the UN Decade for 

Action on Cryospheric Sci-

ences 2025 – 2034, showed 

again how important it is taking 

action on the international level, 

raising our voices and making 

the community aware of latest 

findings and challenges in per-

mafrost science, education and 

capacity building. In parallel it 

is so great meeting our 

colleagues in person, having a 

chat (and a glass of wine) and 

exchanging on new ideas, that 

might become reality in the 

near future…. all for the benefit 

of permafrost and cryospheric 

science. In this newsletter, you 

read of other important gather-

ings and they all show: we need 

more of these opportunities! 

Therefore, we are very thankful 

to our colleagues from Mongo-

lia and China for organizing the 

next (regional) IPA conference 

in Mongolia in summer 2026! 

This conference is approaching 

fast and it’s time to take action: 

save the date and take the 

chance to suggest a session (de-

tails below). More information 

regarding abstract and registra-

tion deadlines will follow soon. 

Thank you for forwarding this 

newsletter to your networks an

d thanks for being/becoming an

 active member of the IPA! 

Best wishes, Isabelle & Gonçalo 

Session call for ACOP 2026 Conference 

The 3rd ACOP 2026 will take 

place in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 

from June 28th to July 2nd, 2026, 

under the theme: “Challenges 

Posed by Asian Permafrost 

Thaw to Global Community”. 

The committees invite 

scientists and engineers to sub-

mit proposals for sessions at the 

conference on topics related to 

permafrost science and engi-

neering. The deadline is April 

15th, 2025. 

Inuvialuit Land Administration Permafrost Workshop

The Inuvialuit Land Admin-

istration (ILA) held a 

Permafrost Workshop in Inuvik, 

N.W.T., from 24–27 February. 

It was attended by about 65 

people in person with several 

more on line. The workshop 

was organized by the ILA and 

the Northwest Territories Geo-

logical Survey (NTGS). It was 

co-chaired by Hans Lennie 

(ILA) and Steve Kokelj 

(NTGS), supported by Tim En-

som, Jennifer Humphries, and 

Kumari Karunaratne of GNWT. 
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The principal purpose of the 

workshop was to understand 

the views and perspectives held 

by those interested in perma-

frost throughout the Inuvialuit 

Settlement Region (ISR) in or-

der to help permafrost research 

and monitoring better serve 

Inuvialuit needs. The ISR is an 

area where much visible change 

in the permafrost environment 

is apparent, especially in 

coastal erosion and develop-

ment of thaw slumps. The 

threats to coastal communities’ 

infrastructure and the quality of 

the landscape and freshwater 

are front-of-mind for many in 

the region. The legacies of pe-

troleum exploration, 

represented by the 223 sumps in 

the ISR, are a major manage-

ment concern for the ILA

The workshop was attended by 

many Inuvialuit representatives 

of boards and committees in the 

ISR. The workshop began with 

activities designed to help par-

ticipants get to know each other 

and break the ice. Soon the 

room was buzzing with conver-

sation. Then followed some 

overview talks and a panel dis-

cussion to set the scene and 

provide scientific and adminis-

trative context for the meeting. 

The second day was dominated 

by presentations on activities 

by researchers and agencies 

that indicated the need for per-

mafrost knowledge. One key 

comment that day was that “we 

need to remember what we al-

ready know.” It is so easy to 

forget the results of past re-

search when people are caught 

up in present activities and ad-

ministration. The third day was 

focused on discerning the im-

portant areas where activity and 

work is needed in the short term, 

and the fourth to assigning rela-

tive priority to these tasks. Two 

key conclusions were that the 

region “needs more Douggies”, 

that is more people like Doug-

las Esagok who have long 

experience with working along-

side scientists and can interpret 

scientific results for community 

members; and that a wholistic 

approach to the permafrost en-

vironment is needed to address 

the priorities of land users, 

which may not be the same as 

for individual scientists. In par-

ticular, to understand effects on 

the ability of streams to sustain 

fisheries and on the land to sup-

port habitat for caribou, moose, 

and other species harvested as 

part of the Inuvialuit way of life. 

The workshop followed the 

North Yukon Permafrost Con-

ference of 2022 in being 

accessible to all participants 

and including plenty of time for 

discussion in small groups. It 

was an enjoyable and stimulat-

ing meeting for all attendees 

and will likely be repeated in a 

year or two, as part of the ILA’s 

activities. The workshop was 

sponsored by several agencies 

and governments, especially 

Polar Knowledge Canada, the 

ILA, GNWT, Aurora College, 

and PermafrostNet. 

Provided by:Christopher Burn, 

Steve Kokelj, Jennifer Hum-

phries, Tim Ensom 
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15th DACH Permafrost Conference in Davos, Switzerland 

The 15th DACH Permafrost 

Conference took place in Davos 

from 8 to 10 January 2025, 

hosted by the Permafrost Re-

search Group at the WSL 

Institute for Snow and Ava-

lanche Research SLF. The 

event brought together 91 par-

ticipants from 10 countries, 

including 33 young scientists, 

to discuss recent advances and 

challenges in permafrost re-

search. 

The conference began with two 

engaging workshops: one on 

research data management for 

PYRN members and another on 

the upcoming GTN-P database 

release. A highlight of the first 

evening was a scenic trip to the 

Strelaalp for a traditional 

cheese fondue, followed by an 

exhilarating sled ride back to 

Davos. Over the next two days, 

76 contributions on mountain 

and polar permafrost were pre-

sented across six oral and one 

poster session. Informal discus-

sions flourished during breaks, 

a joint dinner, and a guided tour 

showcasing SLF’s research ac- 

tivities. 

We extend our sincere thanks to 

all participants for their valua-

ble contributions and to our 

sponsors – SLF Davos, DGP, 

SEP (SCNAT), and “Bilden 

und Forschen. Graubünden” – 

for making this event possible. 

We now look forward to the 

16th DACH Permafrost Confer-

ence in Brandenburg in January 

2026! Stay informed on our 

website and via our mailing list. 

Provided by: Samuel Weber 

 
Group picture of the 15th DACH Permafrost Conference: The smiles say it all—participants clearly enjoyed being 

part of this gathering! (Photo: M. Phillips

ICOP 2024 win BRAVO Award 

The organizing committee of 

the 12th International Confer-

ence on Permafrost (ICOP), 

held in Whitehorse, Yukon, 

Canada in June 2024, was the 

winner of the 2024 Bravo 

Award, handed out by the 

Yukon Convention Bureau 

(YCB). The award recognises 

local groups/individuals that 

through their efforts, have se-

cured or assisted in the 
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planning of a meeting or event 

in the Yukon, Canada. The 

YCB pointed out hat this was 

the first time an International 

Conference on Permafrost has 

been held in Yukon and the 

event hosted over 470 delegates, 

439 of which travelled interna-

tionally to attend. 220 of the 

ICOP delegates arrived early or 

extended after to travel 

throughout the Yukon on 

scheduled tours to over four 

Yukon communities. This one 

event alone generated over $2.2 

million in economic impact to 

the Yukon, contributing about  

30% towards the total eco-

nomic impact generated from 

meetings and conference in Yu-

kon in 2024. In addition, Gúnta 

Business, the company support-

ing ICOP 2024 and was 

responsible for the excellent 

virtual conference component, 

was the winner of YCB’s 

Golden Bravo Award in recog-

nition of going above and 

beyond in service excellence in 

the meeting & conventions 

sector. The organizing commit-

tee wants to thank everyone that 

participated, volunteered or 

contributed to ICOP 2024. 

Without all that support, the 

conference wouldn’t have been 

such a success and the eco-

nomic impact the international 

permafrost science and engi-

neering community managed to 

generate for the Yukon would 

have been much lower. 

Provided by: Lukas Arenson 

Announcements 

Change in RGIK Email Address: As part of ongoing efforts to streamline operations and enhance 

communication, the Rock Glacier Inventories and Kinematics (RGIK) Standing Committee is making 

an important change to how they handle email communications. Please note that the previous email 

addresses for correspondence are no longer in use. Going forward, all communications should be di-

rected to the new official email address: info(at)rgik.org. This change is part of the broader transition 

of RGIK from an IPA Action Group to a Standing Committee. 

Permafrost Discovery Gateway Webinar: Water Resource Challenges for Alaska's Remote Com-

munities. Speaker: Noah Tsigonis. Date: April 17th, 2025.
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