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Opening note 

The last month has been a very 

active one at the International 

Permafrost Association wide 

community, we again recorded 

very interesting permafrost 

meetings; in China more than 

400 scientists and engineers 

met for 2-days(details below). 

This month many geoscientists 

will gather at the European 

Geosciences Union General 

Assembly in Vienna, running 

permafrost sessions and a 

workshop of the Global 

Terrestrial Network -Permafrost 

(GTN-P). If YOU are planning 

a meeting with relation to 

permafrost (including local and 

regional events) and want to 

advertise it, please let us know 

and we will post it on the IPA 

Website and in the newsletter. 

 

For this month, please be aware 

that the call for sessions for 

the 3rd Asian Conference on 

Permafrost has been extended 

to April 30. 

 

Thank you for forwarding this 

newsletter to your networks and 

being an active member of the 

IPA! 

 

Best wishes, Isabelle & Gonçalo

3rd ACOP 2026 

The 3rd ACOP 2026 will take 

place in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 

from June 28 to July 2, 2026, 

under the theme: “Challenges 

Posed by Asian Permafrost 

Thaw to Global Community”. 

The deadline for submitting 

session proposals has been 

extended to April 30, 2025. 

We encourage all interested 

participants to take advantage 

ofethiseextendededeadline. 

 

New IPA member：India 

The application of India to  

join IPA was submitted in  

2024 by Milap Chand Sharma  

 

(Jawaharlal Nehru University)  

supported by a group of 

eleven scientists –Pankaj  Kumar  

 

(Inter-University Accelerator 

Centre), Sheikh Nawaz Ali 

(Birbal Sahni Institute of  
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Palaeosciences), Pratima Pandey 

(IIRS-ISRO), Atul Kumar Singh 

(North-Eastern Hill University), 

Dericks P. Shukla (IIT Mandi), 

Arvind C. Pandey (Central 

University of Jharkhand), 

Pavitra V. Kumar (IUAC), 

Manasi Debnath (Nagaland 

University), Elora Chakraborty 

(JNU), Mohd. Ataullah Raza 

Khan (University of Zurich), 

and Soumik Das (JNU). The 

application was approved by 

the IPA Council and the 

membership started in January 

2025. 

 

The Centre for the Study  

of Regional Development, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi will act as the 

Adhering Body. Milap Chand 

Sharma will serve as a new 

representative of India in the 

IPA council. His work is 

focused on the glacial 

chronologies and surface 

processes associated with the 

natural disasters. While his 

primary focus has been the 

glaciers of the western 

Himalaya, he is now expanding 

his research to include 

periglacial processes from 

Ladakh to Arunachal  Himalaya.  

 

Provided by: Milap Chand 

Sharma 

         

   Jawaharlal Nehru University             National representative of India: Dr. Milap Chand Sharma 

AAAR 2024 Editors' Choice Award winner 

The paper "Socioecological 

dynamics of diverse global 

permafrost-agroecosystems 

under environmental change" 

published by the Permafrost 

-agroecosystem Action Group 

was awarded the 2024 Editor's 

Choice Award at Arctic, 

Antarctic and Alpine Research. 

The authorship team consists 

of 28 individuals representing  

9 countries and the paper is, 

to our knowledge, the first 

global study on permafrost 

-agroecosystems.  The 

award was selected by 

consensus of the journal  

Editors for articles published 

during the 2024 calendar year 

to "recognize an influential  

paper demonstrating excellence 

in contributing to our  

understanding of physical 

and environmental science in 

cold environments." 

 

Paper citation: Ward Jones, M., 

Habeck, O.H., Ulrich, M.,  

Crate,S.,Gannon,G.,Schwoerer,

T.,Jones,B.,Kanevskiy,M., 

 

Baral,P., Maharjan, A., Steiner, J., 

Spring, A., Price, M.J., Bysouth,  
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D., Forbes, B.C., Verdonen, M., 

Kumpula, T., Strauss, J., 

Windirsch, T., Poeplau, C., Shur, 

Y., Gaglioti, B., Parlato, N., Tao, 

F., Turetsky, M., Grand, S., Unc, 

A., and Borchard, N. (2024). 

Socio-ecological dynamics  

of diverse global permafrost 

-agroecosystems under 

environmental change. Arctic,  

Antarctic, and Alpine Research, 

56(1).https://doi.org/10.1080/1

5230430.2024.2356067. 

 

Provided by: Melissa K. Ward 

Jon

 

Yak and cattle spending a spring afternoon by an aufeis sheet in a valley near Terelj, Mongolia. Photo credit: J. O. 

Habeck, March 2019. The paper is available at the following  

IPA Action Group：PermHg 

In December of 2024, several 

members of our Action Group 

attended the American 

Geophysical Union conference 

in Washington D.C. Christine 

Olson presented a poster titled 

“PermHg: A database of 

mercury concentrations in 

northern permafrost regions”. 

The poster our latest updates, 

including a map displaying 

nearly 150,000 measurements 

of mercury concentrations in 

permafrost soils, water, and 

vegetation worldwide.  

 

We highlighted emerging trends 

from our data analysis, focusing 

on mercury correlations with 

metadata variables such as 

dissolved organic carbon, latitude, 

and soil/sediment depth. Mercury 

concentrations followed consistent 

global and regional patterns, 

with the highest concentrations 

observed in sediment, followed 

by soil, vegetation, and water. 

Our sample distribution is 

biased towards lake sediment 

samples and Canadian regions.  
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Looking ahead, our group 

plans to meet in April to 

advance our database manuscript 

and prepare the dataset for 

publication in the Northern 

Circumpolar Soil Carbon 

Database later this year. We 

look forward to continued 

collaboration as we refine the 

PermHg database to support 

research in Arctic mercury 

biogeochemistry and environmental 

change. 

 

Provided by: Christine Olson

 
Global PermHg sample locations for plant, soil, and lake sediment mercury data. Circle size and numbers show 

sample density, while water samples are represented by uniform blue circles. 

3rd Chinese Conference of Cryospheric Science in Lingshui 

The 3rd Chinese Conference 

of Cryospheric Science in  

Lingshui was held in Lingshui,  

Hainan Province, on March  

21-22, 2025, under the theme 

“Challenges and Responses of  

Cryosphere Science to Global 

Warming”. The conference 

was sponsored by the China  

Society of Cryospheric 

Science and the Chinese 

National Committee of the 

International Association of 

Cryospheric Sciences (IACS-CNC) 

and organized by Hainan 

University, the Northwest 

Institute of Eco-Environment 

and Resources, the CSCS 

committee on Younger Members, 

and Beijing Normal University. 

 

The conference featured nine 

thematic sessions and focused 

on understanding the changes 

and impacts of the cryosphere, 

exploring scientific approaches 

to mitigation and adaptation, 

and promoting the academic 

influence and public awareness 

of cryosphere science. It aimed 

to contribute scientific insights 

to address climate change, 

cryosphere degradation, and 

sustainable development.More 

than 400 scientists, engineers, 

postdoctoral researchers, and 

graduate students from 

universities and research 

institutions across China 

participated in the conference. 

 

Additionally, the third glacier 

catalogue data were released 

for research and analysis. This 

data includes the information 

on number, area, ice volume 

and distribution of the glaciers.  

 

Provided by: Lin Chen & 

Xiaodong Wu 
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Announcements
Iberian Permafrost Conference: the deadline for abstract submission and early registration for the 

VIII Iberian Permafrost Congress has been extended until May 2, 2025 . 

 

Overcoming uncertainties in cold-region hydrology: the deadline for abstract submission is May 4, 

2025. Attendance is free of charge. For more information, please visit the conference web page.

Editorial Board 

Co-Presidents: Isabelle Gärtner-Roer & Gonçalo Vieira 

Past President: Christopher Burn 

Vice Presidents: Lukas Arenson & Fujun Niu  

Committee Members: Edward Yarmak & Kjersti Gisnås 

PYRN Representative: Joseph Young 

Secretariat – Executive Director: Lin Chen  

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to contact the IPA 

Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org (c/o Lin Chen). 

 

mailto:secretariat@permafrost.org

