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Opening note 
This month and in the upcom-
ing weeks we are working hard 
on the compilation of Frozen 
Ground (link) for 2024. As al-
ways, we will cover the full 
breadth of the IPA activities, in-
cluding reports from 
international (ICOP!) and na-
tional conferences, our 
Permafrost Young Researchers 
Network (link), our Action 
Groups and Standing Commit-
tees (link), the Global 
Terrestrial Network - 

Permafrost (GTN-P), as well as 
insights and results from re-
search and engineering projects. 
Many of you involved in one or 
more of these activities were al-
ready contacted; many thanks 
for sending your reports in time 
(by mid-month)! All others are 
equally invited to send their 
contributions by the deadline 
and respecting the word limit of 
300 words. Interesting photos 
or figures showing all your hard 
work in the field, lab, or with 

outreach activities are also al-
ways welcome. 

We look forward to see and 
read all your interesting sum-
maries and thank you very 
much for contributing to this 
important IPA publication! 

Best wishes, 
Isabelle & Gonçalo 

IPA Ac�on Group 2025-2026: InICE 
Ground ice is a fundamental 
component of the permafrost 
system, playing a critical role in 
regulating thermal energy stor-
age, eco-hydrological processes, 
ground stability, freshwater se-
curity, and climate feedback 
mechanisms. 

The InICE Action group (2025-
2026) has the main objective to 
address ground ice data gap by: 
(i) Collecting and integrating 
ground ice measurement data. 
(ii) Mapping the spatial distri-
bution of near surface ground 

ice to enhance understanding of 
its variability. (iii) Establishing 
a collaborative networking plat-
form to promote cross-regional 
and international cooperation. 
Through these efforts, InICE 
seeks to support the goals of the 
IPA by producing scientifically 
valuable datasets and fostering 
collaboration among research-
ers from diverse disciplines and 
regions. 

Welcome to submit your 
ground ice measurement data 
from anywhere in the world. 

 
Contact: Youhua Ran 
(ranyh@lzb.ac.cn), 
Jan Hjort (Jan.Hjort@oulu.fi), 
and Sebastian Westermann (se-
bastian.westermann@geo.uio.no) 

https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=12&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=80&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=26&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
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4th Interna�onal Conference on Arc�c Research Plan-
ning (ICARP IV) Summit
The 4th International Confer-
ence on Arctic Research 
Planning (ICARP IV) Summit 
25-28th March: A Pivotal Gath-
ering to Shape the Next Decade 
of Arctic Research. 

Over 1,200 scientists, Indige-
nous Knowledge holders, and 
community leaders from 
around the world gathered at 
the University of Colorado 
Boulder for the ICARP IV 
Summit 20-28th March, mark-
ing a key moment in shaping 
Arctic research for the next dec-
ade. 

As the final event of the Fourth 
International Conference on 
Arctic Research Planning 
(ICARP IV), the Summit fo-
cused on urgent Arctic 
challenges driven by climate 
change—melting ice, shifting 
ecosystems, and impacts reach-
ing far beyond the Arctic. It 
emphasized the need for inclu-
sive, interdisciplinary research 
that respects Indigenous leader-
ship and diverse knowledge 
systems. Seven priority areas 
were highlighted, from climate 
and ecosystem change to sus-
tainable development, 
education, diplomacy, and 

research infrastructure. Partici-
pants called for greater 
international cooperation, equi-
table funding, and bold, 
coordinated action. 

The outcomes will inform a 
global Arctic research roadmap 
planned finalized in early 2026, 
and culminating in the Fifth In-
ternational Polar Year (2032–
33). The message is clear: the 
time for visionary, collabora-
tive Arctic research is now. 

Provided by: Kjersti Gisnås 

5th Chinese Conference on Frozen Soil Engineering and 
Cold Region Environments in Beijing 
The 5th Chinese Conference on 
Frozen Soil Engineering and 
Cold Region Environments was 
held in Beijing from May 9 to 
11, 2025, under the theme "In-
telligent Frozen Soil 
Engineering, Green Cold Re-
gions Environment." Jointly 
hosted by the China Society of 
Cryospheric Science and the 
Northwest Institute of Eco-En-
vironment and Resources of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
the event was co-organized by 
Beijing University of Civil En-
gineering and Architecture, 
Beijing Jiaotong University, 
Chongqing Jiaotong University, 

and the State Key Laboratory of 
Cryospheric Science and Fro-
zen Soil Engineering. The 
conference drew more than 500 
participants - scientists, engi-
neers, and graduate students - 
from 109 institutions across 
China. 

The scientific program included 
16 keynote presentations, 203 
regular presentations, and 86 
graduate student reports across 
13 sessions. The topics ranged 
from AI-empowered frozen soil 
mechanics and engineering, 
frozen soil physics, multiphys-
ics coupling theories and 

numerical methods, to technol-
ogies for enhancing safety and 
resilience in frozen soil engi-
neering. Discussions focused 
on cutting-edge developments 
in fundamental theories, tech-
nological innovation, 
engineering design, and safety 
management related to frozen 
soil engineering and cold re-
gion environments. 

Over the three-day conference, 
participants from diverse insti-
tutions actively shared their 
research achievements and ex-
changed academic insights, 
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showcasing outstanding profes-
sional expertise. 

Provided by: Pei Zhang & Lin 
Chen 

 

7th Chinese Cold Regions Geotechnical Mechanics and 
Engineering Youth Academic Conference in Dujiangyan 
The 7th Chinese Cold Regions 
Geotechnical Mechanics and 
Engineering Youth Academic 
Conference was held in 
Dujiangyan, Sichuan Province, 
from April 18 to 20, 2025, with 
the theme of “Geotechnical and 
Artificial Freezing Engineering 
in Cold Regions: A Frontier Ex-
ploration for Sustainable 
Development”. This conference 
was jointly organized by Si-
chuan Agricultural University, 
the Youth Working Committee 
of Chinese Society for Rock 
Mechanics and Engineering, 
and the Polar Rock and Soil 
Mechanics and Engineering 
Professional Committee of Chi-
nese Society for Rock 
Mechanics and Engineering, 

and co-sponsored by Xichang 
University, Sichuan University, 
Wuhan University, Southwest 
Jiaotong University, Southwest 
University of Petroleum, etc. 
The conference attracted more 
than 320 scientists, engineers, 
postdocs, and graduates from 
more than 90 universities, re-
search institutes, enterprises, 
and institutions across the 
country to gather together for 
an academic feast in the field of 
geotechnics and engineering in 
cold regions. 

The conference set up six the-
matic sessions, focusing on 
sharing and discussing the basic 
theories of geotechnical me-
chanics and engineering in cold 

regions and their scientific and 
technological frontiers in engi-
neering practice. More than 90 
experts and researchers made 
wonderful academic reports in 
each session. The conference 
also set up an earlier career re-
searcher forum, in which more 
than 70 graduates shared their 
research work. The conference 
aims to broaden research hori-
zons, promote interdisciplinary 
cross-fertilization and innova-
tion, and provide strong 
scientific and technological 
support for the safety, security, 
and sustainable development of 
engineering in cold regions. 

Provided by: Fei Luo 
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Announcements 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO): The WMO has officially published Volume II of the 
Guide to Instruments and Methods of Observation — now with a dedicated Permafrost chapter for the 
first time! (link) 

Overcoming Uncertainties in Cold-Region Hydrology: The conference will be held from September 
29 to October 1, 2025, in Heidelberg, Germany. Confirmed keynote speakers include Prof. Grosse, 
Prof. Jacob, Dr. Nitzbon, Prof. Saltelli, and Prof. Westermann. The registration deadline is June 27. 
Attendance is free of charge. (link) 

Permafrost Discovery Gateway (PDG) Webinar: Map the Gap - Detecting and Characterizing Pan-
Arctic Infrastructure with Satellite Imagery and AI. The PDG invites you to join monthly webinar 
series on Thursday May 29, 2025 at 9:00 am AKT. Speakers: Elias Manos & Chandi Witharana, Uni-
versity of Connecticut. 

2nd Permafrost CCI user workshop: the resigtration is now open. Scheduled online, 4th of June 
2025, 9:00-12:00 CEST. (link) 

AMPAC (Arctic Permafrost and Methane challenge) workshop: 2nd AMPAC-Net workshop, 26.-
28.05.2025, at FMI, Helsinki. (link)

Editorial Board 
Co-Presidents: Isabelle Gärtner-Roer & Gonçalo Vieira 
Past President: Christopher Burn 
Vice Presidents: Lukas Arenson & Fujun Niu 

https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=81&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=78&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=82&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=83&userid=1522&mailid=148&noheader=1
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Committee Members: Edward Yarmak & Kjersti Gisnås 
PYRN Representative: Joseph Young 
Secretariat – Executive Director: Lin Chen 

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to contact the IPA 
Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org (c/o Lin Chen). 

 

mailto:secretariat@permafrost.org

