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Opening note 

With Northern Hemisphere 

summer starting and numerous 

colleagues engaging with field 

work, it is time to present the 

June issue of the IPA Newslet-

ter. Here, we present activities 

of the association, of its mem-

bers, as well as other news 

related to permafrost science 

and engineering. Among other 

activities, this month we report 

on the new Action Group on 

Permafrost-associated gas hy-

drates, as well as on the new 

international networking pro-

ject PermaCOST. The latter, 

lead by the University of Fri-

bourg, will work towards a 

coordinated and standardized 

monitoring of permafrost re-

sponse to climate change. It is 

an important project born from 

the collaboration of two past 

IPA Action Groups (IDGSP 

and RGIK) and shows how seed 

funding from the association 

can add up to achieve higher 

funding levels. We also high-

light the open call for the new 

IPA logo following a decision 

of the IPA Council in Puigcerdà. 

The IPA is counting on all of 

you! The Permafrost Young 

Researchers Network (PYRN) 

is leading the initiative. Con-

sider contributing until 30 

September. The IPA Newsletter 

will now do a short break until 

September, but we remain open 

and engaged to receive member 

contributions. We wish you an 

excellent field season and holi-

day break, if that is the case. For 

those in the Southern Hemi-

sphere, have a nice winter and 

consider participating in the 

XIV International Symposium 

on Antarctic Earth Sciences 

taking place in Punta Arenas 

and organized by our partner 

SCAR. 

Gonçalo and Isabelle 

IPA Action Group: Permafrost-Associated Gas Hydrates 

Natural gas hydrates are an ice-

like substance composed of wa-

ter and primarily methane gas. 

The stability of these gas hy-

drates requires low-temperature 

and high-pressure conditions. 

Therefore, gas hydrates occur 

below large ice sheets, as well 

as within or below terrestrial 

and subsea permafrost. Despite 

their potentially large carbon 

stores, permafrost-associated 

gas hydrates (PAGH) have 

often been overlooked in global 

carbon budgets and policy dis-

cussions. While the latest IPCC 

report indicates that methane 

hydrates are not currently a sig-

nificant source of emissions, 

climate change has the potential 

to destabilize these deposits and 

increase their contribution in 

the future. There is a need to 

quantify the amount of methane 

stored in PAGH systems and to 

assess what portion of the 

global PAGH is at risk of disso-

ciation. 

The Permafrost-Associated 

Gas Hydrates Action Group 

(2025-2026) aims to (1) create 

a digital geospatial directory of 

existing field data on PAGH in 

the Arctic and Antarctic (sedi-

ment temperature and pressure, 

porewater salinity, acoustic ve-

locity, electrical resistivity, gas 

chemistry, gas sources, etc.),  
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(2) define regional extents of 

the gas hydrate stability zone 

with a special focus for the 

Beaufort Sea and Svalbard 

regions, and (3) identify targets 

for a proposed land-to-sea drill-

ing campaign. 

Contact: Michael Angelopoulos 

(michael.angelopou-

los@tum.de), and Judith 

Schicks (judith.schicks@gfz.de)

Newly EU-funded networking project on permafrost 
monitoring 

Join the newly EU-funded net-

working project on permafrost 

monitoring: PermaCOST 

Two communities supported by 

the IPA, namely the Interna-

tional Database of 

Geoelectrical Surveys onPer-

mafrost (IDGSP)  Action 

Group and the Rock Glacier 

Inventories and Kinematics 

(RGIK) Standing Committee, 

joined forces to secure further 

funding for networking activi-

ties through a common project. 

This newly funded COST Ac-

tion is foreseen as a 

continuation and extension of 

the activities of the two IPA 

communities, with a larger net-

working budget as well as a 

broader focus on permafrost 

monitoring: PermaCOST 

(COordinated and STand-

ardized Monitoring of 

Permafrost Response to Cli-

mate Change, link).  A COST 

(European Cooperation in Sci-

ence and Technology - link) 

Action funding covers network-

ing activities such as meetings, 

research stays (both physical 

and virtual), travel reimburse-

ments, conferences participation, 

workshops, trainings schools 

and dissemination (publications).  

The PermaCOST Action aims 

to gather a network of perma-

frost researchers, stakeholders, 

and practitioners to jointly 

work towards a coordinated and 

standardized monitoring of per-

mafrost response to climate 

change. Join the PermaCOST 

Action to contribute to the com-

prehensive assessment of 

permafrost state and evolution 

in Europe and the standardisa-

tion and implementation of 

novel permafrost monitoring 

techniques. A close collabora-

tion with GTN-P is also 

foreseen. You can find the full 

proposal and the aims of the 

PermaCOST Action in the 

Memorandum of Understand-

ing, where you can further read 

about the specific objectives of 

the 5 Working Groups of the 

Action.  

The PermaCOST Action will 

officially launch on October 

3rd 2025 with the first Manage-

ment Committee meeting (MC1) 

in Brussels, Belgium and will 

last for 4 years. 

 

FMulti-methods survey at the permafrost monitoring site Stockhorn, Swit-

zerland (photo: Cécile Pellet) 

mailto:michael.angelopoulos@tum.de
mailto:michael.angelopoulos@tum.de
mailto:judith.schicks@gfz.de
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=86&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=87&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
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Call for members 

Participation in a COST Action 

is open to all countries and all 

researchers (i.e. also non-Euro-

pean countries), so anyone 

interested in permafrost moni-

toring is encouraged to join the 

Action.  

To join the PermaCOST Ac-

tion, you need to apply for 

working group(s) membership: 

https://www.cost.eu/ac-

tions/CA24157/ (orange button 

“Apply” on the “Working 

Groups and Membership tab). 

The possibility of joining the 

PermaCOST Action will 

remain open for the entire dura-

tion of the project. 

For further questions please 

contact permacost@unifr.ch. 

Provided by: Coline Mollaret 

 

Dr. Christopher Burn has been appointed as member 
of the Clic Core Project-SSG 

Dr. Christopher Burn, Past-

President of the International 

Permafrost Association (IPA), 

has been appointed as a mem-

ber of the Climate and 

Cryosphere (CliC) Core Project 

Scientific Steering Group 

(SSG). 

This appointment was unani-

mously endorsed by the Joint 

Scientific Committee (JSC) of 

the World Climate Research 

Programme (WCRP) during its 

forty-sixth Session in May 

2025. The CliC is a core project 

of the World Climate Research 

Program. CliC encourages and 

promotes research into the cry-

osphere and its interactions 

with the global climate system. 

Dr. Burn’s term will begin on 1 

January 2026 and run through 

31 December 2029. 

Congratulations to Dr. Burn on 

this well-deserved recognition 

and important new role!

21st Public Science Day at State Key Laboratory of 

Cryospheric Science and Frozen Soil Engineering, NI-

EER, CAS, China 

The 21st Public Science Day 

was taken place on Saturday, 

May 17th, 2025 at the State Key 

Laboratory of Cryospheric Sci-

ence and Frozen Soil 

Engineering, Northwest Insti-

tute of Eco-Environment and 

Resources (NIEER), Chinese 

Academy of Sciences (CAS), 

Lanzhou, China. This event, 

themed "Science-Inspired Ques-

tions, Future-Oriented Journeys", 

attracted over 1,300 participants 

from more than 30 organizations 

at Lanzhou, including students 

from kindergarten, primary 

school, middle school, and high 

school, university graduate stu-

dents, as well as individual 

visitors. 

This event featured a range of 

interactive exhibits and hands-

on activities focused on perma-

frost and glacier dynamics in a 

mailto:permacost@unifr.ch
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changing climate. Researchers 

also introduced the impact of 

glacier melt and permafrost 

thaw on the hydrology, ecology, 

infrastructure, and communities 

in cold regions. Furthermore, 

they also presented the mitiga-

tion techniques creatively 

designed to cool the embank-

ment subgrades and reduce the 

temperature of permafrost, par-

ticularly as applied in the 

Qinghai–Xizang Railway pro-

ject. In addition, the event 

showcased the laboratory’s in-

novative work in science 

education, highlighting interac-

tive teaching tools, youth 

outreach programs, and public 

science initiatives. Visitors 

were invited to explore newly 

launched exhibits and 

educational programs designed 

to promote broader public un-

derstanding and participation in 

cryosphere and frozen soil en-

gineering. 

Provided by: Lin Chen 

Travels and hands-on experience in permafrost science 

PermaIntern/SEDNA is an inter-

national, pan-Arctic initiative 

dedicated to supporting stu-

dents and early-career 

scientists working in the broad 

field of permafrost science. 

Over the last few years, the 

program was able to fund eight 

internships based in Europe 

and Canada involving interns 

from several institutions. But 

this is far from over, see next 

section below… 

Over the past year, we were 

able to: 

• Launch the PermaIntern 

platform and the SEDNA 

project at ICOP in June 2024; 

• Present both projects at the 

CGS/IAH Conference in 

Montréal in September 2024; 

• Advertise new internship 

opportunities at the Arctic 

Change (Ottawa in Decem-

ber 2024) and ICARPIV 

(Boulder in March 2025) in-

ternational conferences. 

And last, but not least, we pub-

lished some reflections in the 

2025 edition of ‘Shared Voices’ 

(UArctic’s annual magazine). 

(link) 

AVAILABLE FUNDING 

FOR INTERNATIONAL 

INTERNSHIPS! 

Thanks to UArctic network 

project funding in Canada and 

in Denmark, some funding is 

available to support permafrost 

internships at the national and 

international level. The Per-

maIntern/SEDNA program 

can fund travel and accommo-

dation costs (no salary) for all 

interested students: 

https://www.permaintern.org/ 

https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=88&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permaintern.org/
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If you are: 

• A student looking for a sum-

mer, fall or winter internship; 

• A researcher looking for in-

terns to help in your research 

program; 

Please see the ‘Get started’ section. 

We welcome any projects fo-

cusing on permafrost (e.g. 

science, engineering, social 

sciences, etc.) within any sec-

tor (e.g. academic, research, 

private companies, NGOs, 

etc.). Projects can be at any 

level of higher education (un-

dergraduate, MSc, PhD). We 

have a list of certified hosts and 

supervisors within the Per-

maIntern program here.    

Meanwhile, there are some in-

ternships available for the 

coming months (link). 

Just get in touch! 

Provided by: Frédéric Bou-

chard (University of 

Sherbrooke), Julie Malenfant-

Lepage (Norwegian University 

of Science and Technology), 

Hanne Christiansen 

(University Centre in Sval-

bard), Ylva  Sjöberg (Umeå 

University) 

 

 

Announcements 

IPA Logo Design Call: The 

IPA is excited to announce a 

call for logo design submis-

sions as part of our ongoing 

efforts to strengthen our visual 

identity and enhance our pres-

ence in the global permafrost 

research community. Submis-

sions are welcomed from all 

IPA and PYRN members, stu-

dents, professional designers, 

and permafrost research com-

munity members. Submissions 

will be reviewed by IPA Exec-

utive Committee members and 

PYRN representatives. The 

deadline for logo submissions 

is September 30, 2025. Please 

submit your design proposal 

through the following Google 

Form: 

https://forms.gle/huLYM-

BAtBL35rtG26(link). 

IASC Medal Presentation: 

State and Fate of Permafrost in 

the Warming Arctic presented 

by Prof. Vladimir Romanovsky, 

Univeristy of Alaska Fairbanks. 

A recording of the presentation 

is available  (link) . 

Asian Conference on Perma-

frost 2026: The 3rd ACOP will 

be held in Ulaanbaatar, Mon-

golia, from June 28 to July 2, 

2026, under the theme "Chal-

lenges Posed by Asian 

Permafrost Thaw to the Global 

Community". The call for ab-

stract submissions will open 

shortly. (link) 

Busan IAMAS-IACS-IAPSO 

Joint Assembly 2025 (BACO-

25): The BACO-25 will be 

held in Busan, Republic of 

Korea, from July 20 to 25, 2025. 

(link)  

Permafrost Discovery Gate-

way (PDG) Webinar: Pan-

Arctic Volumetric Quantifica-

tions of Areas Undergoing 

Retrogressive Thaw Slumping. 

The PDG invites you to join 

monthly webinar series on 

Thursday July 3, 2025 at 9:00 

am AKT. Speakers: Chunli Dai, 

University of Florida. (link) 

XIV International Sympo-

sium on Antarctic Earth 

Sciences (ISAES): The XIV 

ISAES, organized by SCAR, 

will be held in Punta Arenas, 

Chile, from August 18 to 22, 

2025. (link) 

https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=89&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=90&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=91&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=92&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=67&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=93&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=94&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
https://www.permafrost.org/index.php?page=acymailing_front&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=95&userid=1522&mailid=149&noheader=1
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Editorial Board 

Co-Presidents: Isabelle Gärtner-Roer & Gonçalo Vieira 

Past President: Christopher Burn 

Vice Presidents: Lukas Arenson & Fujun Niu  

Committee Members: Edward Yarmak & Kjersti Gisnås 

PYRN Representative: Joseph Young 

Secretariat – Executive Director: Lin Chen  

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to contact the IPA 

Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org (c/o Lin Chen). 

mailto:secretariat@permafrost.org

