Opening note

After the summer break on the
Northern Hemisphere, we can
report again on many activities
from IPA’s vibrant community:
regional meetings, such as the
VIII Iberian Conference on Per-
mafrost, spectacular new
permafrost monitoring sites in
Svalbard, a new Action Group
on ground ice, and the new Re-
search Center for Cold and Arid
Regions Environment and En-
gineering. Probably many more
activities happened during the
last months... if you want to re-
port on these, just let us know!
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Furthermore, you find detailed
information on the next re-
gional conference of the IPA,
the ACOP in Mongolia in 2026.
You can now start planning
your trip and writing your ab-
stract!

For many of us, this was/is also
the time for extended fieldwork,
the collection of measurements
and samples for continuous and
long-term monitoring programs.
Although these works receive
much less attention, they are of

extraordinary importance for
the continuation of the long
data series in the context of cli-
mate monitoring, in which
permafrost is playing an in-
creasingly important role.

All these activities rely on your
commitment and enthusiasm
and we thank you for this!

Best wishes,

Isabelle & Gongalo

IPA constitution modification was approved

At the 31st Council Meeting of
the International Permafrost
Association held in Whitehorse,
Yukon, Canada, on 8th June
2024, several amendments to
the Constitution of the Associa-
tion were proposed by the
President and the Executive
Committee. The purposes of the
amendments were:
1) To make possible the elec-
tion of Co-Presidents of the
Association;
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2) To make possible appoint-
ment to the  Executive
Committee of a PYRN repre-
sentative;

3) To expand the Executive
Committee in order to accom-
modate these extra members.

In June 2025, the IPA Council
voted on the proposed amend-
ments to IPA Constitution
regarding officers of the

Association and composition of
the Executive Committee. We
received 25 out of 27 votes, all
in favor. As the quorum was
reached, we are pleased to an-
nounce that the amendments
have been approved.
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3rd Asian Conference on permafrost (ACOP 2026)

The 3rd Asian Conference on
Permafrost (ACOP 2026) will
be held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongo-
lia, from 29 June to 2 July
2026, under the theme “Chal-
lenges Posed by Asian
Permafrost Thaw to the Global
Community”

We are delighted to announce
that the 3rd Asian Conference
on Permafrost (ACOP 2026)
will take place in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, from 29 June to 2
July 2026. This important gath-
ering, held under the eternal
blue sky of Mongolia, will
bring together scientists and
community leaders to exchange
knowledge, strengthen collabo-
rations, and discuss the global
significance of Asian perma-

frost thaw under climate change.
The conference is chaired by Dr.

Avirmed Dashtseren (Mongo-
lian Academy of Sciences), Dr.
Sharkhuu Anarmaa (National
University of Mongolia), and
Dr. Guoyu Li (Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences), and
supported by an international
advisory and scientific commit-
tee, including leaders from the
International Permafrost Asso-
ciation and partner institutions
across Asia, Europe, and North
America. The scientific pro-
gram will feature 17 thematic
sessions covering the diverse
dimensions of permafrost re-
search.  Highlights include
sessions on Advances and
Challenges in  Permafrost
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Monitoring, Mapping, and
Modeling, the Global Terres-
trial Network for Permafrost
(GTN-P), permafrost—ecosys-
tem interactions, permafrost
and climate change feedbacks,
thaw-induced hazards, engi-
neering  implications, and
innovative approaches to com-
municating permafrost science.
Each session is convened by in-
ternational experts, ensuring a
vibrant exchange of ideas and
perspectives. We invite you to
submit abstracts for oral and
poster presentations by 30 No-
vember 2025. Abstracts should
be no more than 500 words and
must follow the official tem-
plate. Submissions are limited
to two per author and will be
peer-reviewed for originality,
relevance, and merit. The sub-
mission portal is available
here: https://acop-register.ver-

cel.app/.
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Early career researchers will
have an opportunity to connect
with peers through a dedicated
workshop and engage with sea-

soned researchers at
networking receptions and
2

sessions. The conference offers
a chance to showcase your re-
search and creativity through
oral talks, posters, and Frost-
Byte (a short, creative)
presentations, with opportuni-
ties to compete for prestigious
awards.

ACOP 2026 also offers unique
opportunities to experience
Mongolia’s landscapes, ecosys-
tem-protected permafrost, and
its features. The program in-
cludes a city tour featuring
Mongolian traditional cultural
exhibitions, as well as a local
excursion near Ulaanbaatar,
combined with cultural events,
which will take place on 2 July.
Pre- and post-conference field
trips include the peatland-per-
mafrost (25-27 June),
forest/grassland/alpine perma-
frost and periglacial process
features (3—8 July), and high
mountain permafrost (3—7 July).
Field trip registration is open
until 30 November 2025.

Furthermore, the highlight of
the nomadic culture - the
Naadam Festival (10-13 July),
a symbol of strength, resilience,
endurance, and grace, will be
held. Naadam 1is a living
poem—a powerful tribute to
the Nomads, who find strength
in the land, grace in their move-
ments, and an unbreakable
spirit in the face of any chal-
lenge.
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Participants are advised to pre- intended stay. Please note the
pare travel documents early. following key dates:
Mongolia offers visa-free entry

to several countries, with de- - Abstract submission
tails available deadline: 30 November
at https://en.con- 2025;

sul.mn/visa/c/83. For others, - Field trip registration
the official e-visa portal deadline: 30 November
(https://evisa.mn/) provides a 2025;

straightforward online applica- - Travel grant application
tion process. Official invitation deadline: 31 January 2026;
letters will be issued upon reg- - Conference dates: 29 June

istration to facilitate visa to 2 July 2026.
applications. Please ensure that
your passport is valid for at
least six months beyond your

IPA logo design call

The IPA, together with PYRN
group, is excited to announce a
call for logo design submis- y
sions as part of our ongoing g
efforts to strengthen our visual (
identity and enhance our pres-

research community. The ideal

We warmly encourage session
conveners to advertise their ses-
sions widely and invite
colleagues to participate. We
look forward to welcoming you
to Ulaanbaatar for ACOP 2026,
a landmark event for the global
permafrost community. Stay
Connected: Visit our website
for the latest up-
dates: https://event.fourwaves.

com/acop2026

Provided by Avirmed
Dashtseren

ence in the global permafrost (

design will have broad appeal
to scientists, engineers, policy-
makers, and the general public.
Please submit your design pro-
posal using the Google Form.
The deadline for logo submis-
sions is extended to
November 30, 2025.

(e.g. ALL EPS, SVG)

- Brief design rationale (max
200 words)

- Scalable design suitable for
use from business cards to ban-

The chosen logo will be re-
vealed at the Asian Conference
on Permafrost, June 28-July 2,
2026. ners

- Clear legibility

- Consideration for digital and

Technical Requirements: ) o
print applications

- High-resolution vector format
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New logo ?

For any questions, please feel
free to contact the IPA Secretar-
i1at — Executive Director at
secretariat@permafrost.org
(c/0 Dr. Lin Chen).
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IPA Action Group 2025-2026: InICE

Ground ice is a fundamental
component of the permafrost
system, playing a critical role in
regulating climate, eco-hydro-
logical processes and ground
stability. The InICE Action
group (2025-2026) has the
main objective to address
ground ice data gap by: (i) Col-
lecting and integrating ground
ice measurement data. (ii) Map-
ping the spatial distribution of
near surface ground ice to en-
hance understanding of its
variability. (iii) Establishing a
collaborative networking plat-
form to promote cross-regional
and international cooperation.
Through these efforts, InICE
seeks to support the goals of the
IPA by producing scientifically
valuable datasets and fostering
collaboration among research-
ers from diverse disciplines and
regions.

At present, InICE is working in
two directions. First, the group
has  extensively  collected
ground ice measurement data
and developed new approaches
for near-surface ground ice
mapping across the Northern
Hemisphere. A related manu-
script is currently under review.
Second, they actively engage in
exchanges through email dis-
cussions and are organizing a
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session entitled "Advances and
Challenges in Permafrost Mon-
itoring, Mapping, and
Modeling" at the upcoming
ACOP2026 conference in Mon-
golia, which will be held from
June 28 to July 2, 2026.

Through continued efforts and
international collaboration, the
group expects to achieve even
more substantial and impactful
results in the near future.

Provided by Youhua Ran
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From June 26 to 28, 2025, the
VIII Iberian Conference on
Permafrost (CIP2025) was
held in Salardu (Val d’Aran,
Catalonia), marking the return
of this important scientific
gathering since its last edition
in 2019. The event brought to-
gether around 40 researchers
from the Iberian Peninsula and
abroad, highlighting the inter-
national scope of the meeting.
Organized by the ANTALP re-
search group of the University
of Barcelona, the conference
featured keynote lectures, oral
presentations, a poster session,
and a field excursion.

The field trip through the Aran
Valley, guided by both local
and international experts, al-
lowed participants to directly
observe glacial and periglacial
processes characteristic of the
region. This hands-on experi-
ence was a key component of
the scientific program of
CIP2025, fostering discussion
and exchange of knowledge in
the field of permafrost and
mountain geomorphology.

Provided by Julia Nieves Gar-
cia de Oteyza de Ciria
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Two permafrost monitoring sites in Svalbard within
the WMO CryoNet Cluster

Two permafrost monitoring
sites at 79 degrees north in
Svalbard - Kvadehuken and
Bayelva - are now officially ac-
cepted as part of the Ny-
Alesund Integrated CryoNet
Cluster within the Global Cry-
osphere Watch. These sites
have data available in near-real
time (at cryo.metno and
frost.met.no) and provide long-
term permafrost observations,
contributing to international re-
search efforts on Arctic climate
and environmental change. The
Kvadehuken site, located on
the Brogger peninsula outside
Ny-Alesund in western Sval-
bard, is owned by the
Norwegian Meteorological In-
stitute (MET Norway) and
operated in co-operation with
the Norwegian Polar Institute.
The station features a 31 m
deep instrumented permafrost

Bayelva

borehole. An official weather
station is also present at this
site, measuring air temperature,
relative humidity, wind speed
and direction, radiation fluxes,
snow depth, as well as soil var-
iables, including undisturbed
near-surface soil temperature
and soil volumetric water con-
tent. Kvadehuken is part of the
Climate-ecological Observa-
tory for Arctic Tundra (COAT,
https://www.coat.no/en/) pro-
ject. The Bayelva Site near Ny-
Alesund has been monitored by
the Alfred Wegener Institute,
Helmbholtz Center for Polar and
Marine Research (AWI) since
1998 and records extensive soil,
permafrost and meteorological
variables, such as active layer
and permafrost temperature
(down to 9m), soil volumetric
water content, snow depth, lig-
uid precipitation, air

temperature, relative humidity,
wind speed and direction and
radiation fluxes. This cluster
allows for comprehensive
monitoring and modelling, en-
hancing  understanding  of
cryosphere and climate dynam-
ics in the High Arctic
and suitable for improving
Earth System Models. The
cluster is coordinated by MET
Norway and is a collaborative
effort between MET Norway
and AWL

Please feel free to reach out to

Dr. Ketil Isaksen
(ketil.isaksen(@met.no) or Prof.
Dr. Julia Boike

(Julia.Boike@awi.de) if you
have any questions or require
further details.

Provided by Ketil Isaksen &
Julia Boike

Permafrost monitoring sites: Bayelva and Kvadehuken in Svalbard (Photo Credit: Ketil Isaksen & Julia Boike)
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International Research Center for China-Mongolia-
Russia Cold and Arid Regions Environment and Engi-

neering

The opening ceremony of the
International Research Cen-
ter for China-Mongolia-
Russia Cold and Arid Re-
gions Environment and
Engineering ~ (IRC-CMR-
CAREE) was held
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on
19 June 2025. The center
aims to tackle regional chal-
lenges such as cryosphere
change, long-term stability
permafrost engineering, and
land desertification in clod
regions, thereby laying a
strong foundation for ad-

vancing international
collaborative research in
these fields.

Provided by Guoyu Li & Fu-
jun Niu

The summer joint field expe-
dition in Mongolia, across
more than 5,000 km in dis-
tance, investigated the
climate and hydrothermal
state of active layer across
the Altai, Khangai, and Kenti
mountain regions. The group
collected observation data
from 10 ground meteorolog-
ical and active layer
monitoring sites, performed
instrument maintenance, and
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retrieved ground surface
temperature data. This work
significantly promotes col-
laborative permafrost
research, supporting the Belt
and Road Initiative’s China-
Mongolia-Russia  environ-
mental observation network

.

Summer jéint field expé itio
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and enhancing understand-
ing of the response of
permafrost to climate change.

Provided by Tonghua Wu,
Guoyu Li & Fujun Niu
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On June 30th, the Governor-
General of Canada an-
nounced that Don Hayley, a
member of the IPA Executive
Committee in 2003-08, has
been appointed as an Officer
of the Order of Canada. This
is one of Canada's highest
honours. The citation is:
Donald Hayley is one of
Canada's leading permafrost
engineers. A cold region ge-
otechnical expert, he has
contributed to the develop-
ment of the Canadian Arctic,
which has benefited commu-
nities and the economy. His

Announcements

e Snow Science Win-
ter School (10th
anniversary) Davos,
Switzerland: Appli-
cation deadline is
October 15, 2025.
More information
and registration de-
tails are available
here (link).

e Canadian Society
for Civil Engineer-
ing (CSCE): 2026
CSCE Annual Con-
ference, to be held in
magnificent Quebec
City from June 3-5,
2026. The conference
topics include: Cold
Regions,

groundbreaking innovations
include sloped thermosy-
phons, Canada's first frozen
core dam, and the design and
construction of safer winter
ice roads. Don's career in
permafrost engineering
spanned more than 50 years.
His projects were developed
all over the Canadian North
and in other parts of the cir-
cumpolar world. He was
active in the IPA, giving ple-
nary talks at ICOP in 1988
and 2008. The IPA com-
mends Don for his many
contributions to the practice

Transportation, Hy-
drotechnical, etc.
The deadline for sub-
mission of abstracts
is October 8, 2025.
(link)

e The PermaCOST
Action will launch
on October 3, 2025
with the first Man-
agement Committee
meeting (MC1) in
Brussels, Belgium.

e International Glaci-
ological Society
Awards - 2025 Call
for nominations:
The deadline is 28

of permafrost engineering
and design and congratulates
him on this well-deserved
and fitting recognition.

Provided by Christopher
Burn & Lukas Arenson

September 2025.
(link)

e Cold Regions Re-
search Centre
(CRRC) are seeking
volunteers for the
38th Annual CRRC
Student Conference
that will be held from
January 28-30, 2026.
Apply by September
30th to become a vol-
unteer! (link)

o Postdoc in “Glacier
Geophysics”: This
position is part of the
European Research
Council (ERC) Start-
ing Grant PHAST:
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"A  physics-based
study of Ice Stream
Dynamics" led by
Prof. Dr. Elisa Man-
telli, and jointly
hosted by the Alfred
Wegener  Institute
and the Dept. of
Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences at
Ludwig-

Editorial Board

Maximillians-Uni-
versitit (LMU)
Munich. (link)

Post-doc position in
Cold Regions Pave-
ment Infrastructure:
a full-time post-doc-
toral  position is
available in the De-
partment of Civil and

Co-Presidents: Isabelle Gértner-Roer & Gongalo Vieira

Past President: Christopher Burn

Vice Presidents: Lukas Arenson & Fujun Niu
Committee Members: Edward Yarmak & Kjersti Gisnas

PYRN Representative: Joseph Young
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Environmental Engi-
neering at  the
University of New
Hampshire. More in-

formation on
Duties/responsibili-
ties, Required

Knowledge, Skills &
Abilities, as well as
the application pro-
cess here. (link)

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to contact the IPA
Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org (¢/o Lin Chen).
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