Opening note

In the October newsletter, you
will read news from our Action
groups, from PYRN and many
other activities that happened
during the last weeks. Many
thanks for the active involve-
ment. As a reminder, we have
the IPA Logo competition still
going on and we look forward
receiving your ideas! (link)
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Under announcements, you will
find links to upcoming events.
It is also worth noticing that
soon we will open a new call for
Action Groups. The IPA invites
applications on permafrost-rel-
evant activities in science,
engineering and education for
the period 2026/2027. With
your successful application,

you will receive financial sup-
port for the organization of
workshops and network meet-
ings, as well as for defined
products, such as datasets, re-

ports, maps, or outreach
products. (link)
With very best wishes,

Isabelle & Gongalo

Permafrost Young Researchers Network (PYRN) update

The Permafrost Young Re-
searchers Network (PYRN)
strives to support and foster
connections between early-ca-
reer  researchers (ECRs)
involved in permafrost science
and engineering.

2024-2025 Seminars:

PYRN hosted a series of semi-
nars this past year on different
topics pertinent to early career
researchers, ranging from mod-
elling to fieldwork planning.
We want to express our grati-
tude to the speakers. The PYRN
YouTube page features some
seminars, linked below for your
convenience.

* Dr. Stephan Gruber and Dr.
Mehdi Pouragha discussing
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permafrost modelling and tech-
nology (link).

* Dr. Shawn Kenny discussed
the impacts of permafrost on
linear infrastructure and engi-
neering design (link).

* In April, Brendan O’Neill pre-
sented on field and modelling

studies of ground ice in Canada
(link).

* In May, Steve Kokelj from the
NWT Geological Survey tack-
led the topic of fieldwork
planning and safety

* In June, we wrapped up with
an excellent panel discussion
featuring Sophie  Opfergelt
from UC Louvain, Jakob Stei-
ner from University Graz,
Melissa Ward Jones from the
University of Alaska, John

Thornley from WSP USA and
Dominik Amschwand from the
University of Innsbruck cover-

ing a variety of topics related to
fieldwork (link).

Upcoming Events:

Stay in the loop on upcoming
events from PYRN by follow-
ing us on social media
(@PYRN_offical on Instagram
and X) and by becoming a
PYRN member (link).

We have upcoming workshops
and more to be announced. Find
more information on PYRN’s
social media channels.

Provided by Natalie Arpin
(Queen’s University), President
on behalf of the PYRN execu-
tive committee.
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IPA Action Group: Permafrost-Associated Gas Hydrates

The IPA action group on perma-
frost-associated gas hydrates
held its kick-off meeting in
April 2025, a progress meeting
in September 2025, and multi-
ple discussions among smaller
sub-groups in between. We
have been working towards
building a geospatial directory
of relevant gas hydrate and sub-
sea permafrost metadata by
establishing a list of key param-
eters and linking it with peer-
reviewed articles, data reposito-
ries, as well as government and
industry reports. Important pa-
rameters include, but are not

9th Canadian Permafrost Conference

The 9th Canadian Permafrost
Conference was held in associ-
ation with the 78th Canadian
Geotechnical Conference at
GeoManitoba 2025 in Winni-
peg, 20 - 25 September,
featuring over 250 presenta-
tions in total. Of those, 46
technical talks, one special ses-
sion and 11 of posters were
presented during the permafrost
focused sessions of the meeting,
which combined contributions
in permafrost science and engi-
neering. The venue enabled the
CPA to combine forces with the
Cold Regions Division of the
Canadian Geotechnical Society,
to provide a full program of
eight permafrost related ses-
sions. The conference has a
printed proceedings that will be
published on the web site of the
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limited to, water depth, sedi-
ment temperature, porewater
salinity, permafrost characteris-
tics, and the depth (top and
bottom) of subsurface regions
such as ice-bearing and ice-
bonded permafrost, and the gas
hydrate stability zone (GHSZ).
The directory, which will be
available in user-friendly GIS
and Google Earth formats, will
help plan future land-to-sea
drilling transects and refine re-
gional interpretations of the
GHSZ. Our efforts also consti-
tute preliminary work for an
International Continental

Canadian Permafrost Associa-
tion (CPA) in early 2026. Many
of the papers are already avail-
able on Researchgate.
Highlights of the meeting in-

cluded the J.R. Mackay Lecture,

delivered by Duane Froese
(uAlberta), on Mapping discon-
tinuous and continuous
permafrost at regional scales
using airborne electromagnetic
(AEM) data from the central
Mackenzie valley and Inuvik-
Tuktoyaktuk corridors, and two
panel discussions, one with sen-
ior professionals Ed Hoeve
(HoevEng), Heather Brooks
(BGC), Brett Young (Arctic
Gateway), and Guy Dore (ULa-
val) on Planning Today for the
Permafrost of  Tomorrow,
chaired by Chris Burn (UCar-
leton), and the other on

Drilling Project (ICDP) work-
shop proposal. Over the coming
months, we also aim to inte-
grate existing and previously
published geospatial products
into our directory, to maximize
metadata availability for the
user. Our plan is to produce a
first draft of our deliverable by
December 2025 and then work
towards a funding renewal ap-
plication in the new year.

Provided by Michael Angelo-
poulos & Judith Schicks

Experiences in Adapting to Per-
mafrost Change with ECRs
Alice Wilson (NTGS), Astrid
Schetselaar (RMC), Yifeng
Wang (GSC), and Simon Du-
mais (ULaval), chaired by
Kumari Karunaratne (NTGS).
The biennial CPA Awards for
Lifetime Achievement were
presented to David Sego (Don
W. Hayley Award) for perma-
frost engineering and Chris
Burn (Hugh M. French Award)
for permafrost science. Further,
Toni Lewkowicz officially pre-
sented the new Glossary of
Permafrost Science and Engi-
neering, a remarkable
achievement put together by the
CPA Permafrost Terminology
Action Group. The launch was
perfectly orchestrated around a
fun and engaging trivia lunch.

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT

Executive Director:

Dr. Lin Chen

Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment
and Resources

Chinese Academy of Sciences
secretariat@permafrost.org
www.permafrost.org



International
Permafrost
Association

Panel discussion chaired by Chris Burn with senior professionals Ed Hoeve, Heather Brooks, Brett Young, and Guy
Dor¢é on Planning Today for the Permafrost of Tomorrow (Provided by Chris Burn, Lukas Arenson, Peter Morse &

Guy Dor¢)

Busan IAMAS-IACS-IAPSO Joint Assembly 2025(BACO-25)

The International Association
for  Cryospheric  Sciences
(IACS) held its General Assem-
bly in collaboration with the
International Association of
Meteorological and Atmos-
pheric Sciences (IAMAS) and
the International Association
for the Physical Sciences of the
Oceans (IAPSO). The IAMAS—
IACS-TAPSO Joint Assembly
2025 (BACO-25) was held at
the Busan Exhibition and Con-
vention Center (BEXCO) in
Busan, South Korea, from July
20 to 25, 2025. This six-day
event brought together leading
scientists in atmospheric, oce-
anic, and cryospheric research
from around the world to pre-
sent recent findings, exchange
ideas, and promote interna-
tional collaboration in Earth
system science.
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Busan IAMAS-IACS-IAPSO Joint Assembly 2025
. 20-25 July 2025 BEXCO, Busan, Republic of Korea

IAMAS symposia covered a
broad spectrum of atmospheric
science, focusing on climate
dynamics, atmospheric chemis-
try and global pollution, clouds
and precipitation, dynamic me-
teorology, polar processes,
ozone, radiation, and weather

and climate extremes. IAPSO
sessions addressed the physical
sciences of the oceans, includ-
ing mean sea level and tides,
air-sea interaction, ocean mix-
ing, salinity, tsunamis and other
ocean hazards, and advance-
ments in ocean modeling and
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marine geophysics. TACS sym-
posia emphasized the study of
snow, glaciers, sea ice, and per-
mafrost, and their interactions
with the atmosphere, ocean,
and climate.

The Korea Polar Research In-
stitute (KOPRI) played a

prominent role in BACO-25,
organizing key sessions such as
JCMPO9 (Ice Sheet Mass Loss
and Sea Level Rise), JCMP10
(Atmosphere—Ocean—Cry-

osphere Interactions in
Antarctic Climate Change), and
C02 (Advances in Sea Ice Fore-
casting and Modelling). KOPRI

scientists also delivered 17 sci-
entific ~ presentations  and
engaged in outreach programs,
including the High School Stu-
dent Program, thereby
enhancing public and academic
engagement.

Provided by Park Keunbo

New national representative for South Korea

As of July 2025, Dr. Keunbo
Park took over as South Korea's
national representative to the
International Permafrost Asso-
ciation council. Dr. Keunbo
Park is currently serving as a re-
searcher at the Korea Polar
Research Institute in South Ko-
rea. He earned his Ph.D. in
geotechnical engineering from
Yonsei University, where he
conducted research on subsur-
face CO; variations, changes in
water content, and the develop-
ment of predictive models.
Building on this academic
background, he began postdoc-
toral research at the Korea
Institute of Civil Engineering
and Building Technology in
2009, focusing on permafrost
studies.

In 2011, Dr. Park participated in
fieldwork in Antarctica, which

deepened his interest in polar
science. Since then, he has con-
ducted extensive field
investigations in regions such
as the Svalbard, Alaska, north-
ern Canada, and northern
Greenland. These experiences
have enriched his understand-
ing of permafrost environments
and stimulated his intellectual
curiosity about the fundamental
links between permafrost and
climate change.

Through such fieldwork, Dr.
Park has come to recognize per-
mafrost as a sensitive indicator
of global environmental change,
responding most rapidly to
shifts in the Earth’s climate sys-
tem. He has been committed to
producing scientific data and
information through on-site
sensing of the land—atmos-
phere—ocean—glacier cycle in

NSERC PermafrosNet Finale Event

NSERC PermafrostNet is cele-
brating six years of networked
permafrost research excellence
with a Finale Event in Ottawa,
Canada. The event will be held
on Tuesday, November 18,
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2025, from 6:00-9:00 PM
EST at Carleton University.

Since its launch in 2019,
NSERC PermafrostNet has
brought together 40+ partner
organizations spanning

permafrost
laying the foundation for the
development of predictive and

regions, thereby

adaptive  technologies  for
global environmental change.
Dr. Park also looks forward to
making significant contribu-
tions to the activities of the
International Permafrost Asso-
ciation.

Provided by Keunbo Park

government, Indigenous com-
munities, and industry,
alongside 200+ active network
members and 16 Co-Investiga-
tors from 12 universities across
Canada. The network has
trained 45+ researchers,
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produced 70+ publications, and
developed transformative data
products.

The finale event will celebrate
these collective accomplish-
ments and showcase continuing
initiatives such as CREATE
LEAP that demonstrate Perma-
frostNet's lasting impact on
Canada's permafrost research

capacity. The evening will fea-
ture presentations from network
leaders, displays of research
outputs, and opportunities to
network with colleagues and
collaborators who contributed
to this success.

While marking a transition, this
event recognizes that the
knowledge, relationships, and

capabilities  built  through
NSERC PermafrostNet will
continue to serve northern com-
munities and advance
permafrost science for years to
come.

For more information and reg-
istration details, please contact
Tristan MacLean (tristan.mac-
lean(@carleton.ca).

Visiting scholar to State Key Laboratory of Cryospheric
Science and Frozen Soil Engineering, NIEER, CAS

About 40 international graduate
students and researchers visited
the State Key Laboratory of
Cryospheric Science and Fro-
zen Soil Engineering, NIEER,
CAS. The visiting scholars
came from the University of
Tsukuba (Japan), Osaka Uni-
versity (Japan), Sungkyunkwan
University (South Korea), Hei-
delberg University (Germany),
Tel Aviv University (Israel) and
other institutions. During the
visit, the host researchers pre-
sented an overview of the
historical development and re-
cent advances in fields such as
water resources in cold and arid
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areas, glacier and permafrost
dynamics, and the stability of
cold-region infrastructure un-
der climate change. This

exchange served as a valuable
platform for international col-
laboration and knowledge
sharing, strengthening
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academic ties and fostering and permafrost-related environ-
joint research on cryosphere mental challenges.

Provided by Lin Chen

New Glossary of Permafrost Science and Engineering

Glossary of Permafrost Science and Engineering

New glossary on Permafrost Brown, N., Bonnaventure, P.P.
Science and Engineering: (2025). Glossary of Permafrost
Lewkowicz, A.G., O’Neill, Science and Engineering. Ca-
H.B., Wolfe, S.A., Roy-Léveil-  nadian Permafrost Association.
l1ée, P., Roujanski V.E., Hoeve,  http://doi.org/10.3138/cpa-

E., Gruber, S., Brooks, H., gpse

Rudy, A.C.A., Koenig, C.E.M.,

Announcements

= [PA Action Group 2026- =

2027 call: Action Groups
are meant to fund targeted
groups working towards
the production of well-de-
fined products. Action
Groups are funded on a
competitive basis at up to
€3000 per year (maxi-
mum of €6000 over two
years). These groups have
limited terms and focus on
clearly defined research
outputs, such as maps, sci-
ence plans, or databases,
that can be supported
through the organization of
workshops, management
support, technical support,
etc. To apply, please down-
load the instruction

document and submit your =

application as a PDF to the
IPA Secretariat at secretar-
iat@permafrost.org  (c/o
Lin Chen). Receipt of your
application will be con-
firmed in an email from the
IPA Secretariat. (link)
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IPA Logo Design call: The
IPA, together with PYRN
group, is excited to an-
nounce a call for logo
design submissions as part
of our ongoing efforts to
strengthen our visual iden-
tity and enhance our
presence in the global per-
mafrost research
community. The ideal de-
sign will have broad appeal
to scientists, engineers,
policymakers, and the gen-
eral public. Please submit
your design proposal using
the Google Form. The
deadline for logo submis-
sions is extended to
November 30, 2025.(link)

3rd Asian Conference on

Permafrost (ACOP) 2026:

The ACOP 2026, hosted by
Institute of Geography and
Geoecology of Mongolian
Academy of Sciences and
Mongolian Permafrost As-
sociation, will be held in
Ulaanbaatar, = Mongolia,

from June 28 to July 2,
2026. The abstract sub-
mission deadline has been
extended to December 31,
2025. (link)

=  POLARIN call for Trans-
national Access to polar
infrastructure: The EU-
funded project POLARIN
invites the scientific com-
munity to submit proposals
for access to 42 Research
Infrastructures (RIs) across
both polar regions. Dead-
line for submission of
proposals: 30th of October
2025, 4 pm CET. (link)

=  New permafrost UArctic-
course in Greenland: The
course is designed for engi-
neering and geoscience
master students and offers
insights from the perma-
frost-related disciplines of
physical geography, ge-
otechnical engineering and
Arctic social sciences. All
interested engineering or
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geoscience students can
apply. Application deadline:
1 November for students
external to DTU. (link)

=  Permafrost Discovery
Gateway: The PDG

Editorial Board

invites you to join our
monthly webinar series on
Thursday November 13,
2025, Multi-year database
of Al-detected retrogres-
sive thaw slumps in the
circum-Arict  Permafrost

Co-Presidents: Isabelle Gértner-Roer & Gongalo Vieira

Past President: Christopher Burn

Vice Presidents: Lukas Arenson & Fujun Niu
Committee Members: Edward Yarmak & Kjersti Gisnas

PYRN Representative: Joseph Young

Secretariat — Executive Director: Lin Chen

region. Speaker: Ingmar
Nitze, Alfred Wegner Insti-
tute. The additional PDG
information is available at
link .

For future newsletters, contributions or input are always welcome. Please feel free to
contact the IPA Secretariat at secretariat@permafrost.org (¢/o Lin Chen).
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